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COACH WALKS OUT 
ON SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


By John Economos 


ney Olympic coach Geoff Harcombe 
walked out on the Club last week follow- 
ing an embarrassing announcement made 
on SBS TY last Monday week on a Soccer pro- 


A fuming Harcombe shocked Olympic officials 
vith his sudden resignation despite the fact he stil 
has two years left of his contract to serve. 

The former England First Division player witht 
Everton and former defiant defender with the now 

lefunct Sydney Club Prague, was totally humiliat= 
ed by the shock announcement made on TV by 
former Australian World Cup captain Johnny 
aren, 


pstand Falcons coach Frank Arok were strong- 
ly recommended by him to take over Sydney 
Iympic’s coaching position for next year. 
Although Harcombe did not see the pro- 
gramme, Olympic players at training last Tuesday 
light informed him of the startling revelatio 
A furious and humiliated Harcombe, within the. 
mext 48 hours, handed in his resignation, 
Harcombe told ABSW “The entire shemozzle 
as totally unprofessional, so undisciplined as 


“If someone had come to me and informed me 
rectly, it would have been much, much better to 
leal with.” 

An embittered Harcombe went on to state: 
“Sure, some of our results haye not been the best. 

But T was the only coach at Olympic to have not 
ought any players because of the club's’ eco- 
jomice crisis. 

“relied on signing up only pick-up players and 
rialists. 

‘| resigned because the TV announcement, 
wade by Warren, made ‘it very clear to one and all 
hat I was not going to be wanted. 

“So what was the use of hanging around for the 
est of this season if you are publicly announced 
as not being wanted,” correctly"deduced a very 
disappointed Harcombe. 

It's known now that Warren himself was very 
embarrassed by his monumental blunder stating, 
in his defence, that his recommendation had 
already leaked out the previous Saturday in the 
jreek electronic and print media in any case. 

Sydney Olympic’s incumbent Board of 
Directors last Thursday night immediately 
uppointed former Olympic Youth coach Peter 

‘apanikitas as caretaker coach for the remainder 
pf the season. 


he time is almost upon us when the junior leagues are 
se dls about to kick-off in the various states. 
Ox again we are pleased this season to announce that In NSW, registration took place over the last couple of 
‘Pascoe Vale Sports will be the sponsor of the Pascoe weeks and it’s to be hoped that everyone signed on as usual? 
Vale/ABSW ‘Player of the Year’ award (see their ad on If not, get out there and join up with the local club in your 
page 14). . area and remember, up until the ages of nine and ten, it is 

‘The winner will receive a trophy, donated by Pascoe Vale NON competitive and the emphasis is on having FUN and 
Sports and, in addition, will also receive a cheque for $500. honing your skills. 

We would like to thank Pascoe Vale for their continued Some of the parents at junior games must realise that we're 
and Joyal support once again and, if you checked last week's talking about children, not adults, and they must refrain from 
edition of ABSW, you will note that this issue we complete the maniacal ranting that upsets them so. 
the list of ‘Player of the Year’ points, although a Children do not respond to being ridiculed by 
contenders’ list will be published in the next parents and/or coaches and losing 10-0 is not the 
couple of weeks. end of the world — your life doesn’t depend on 


it. 
ooo 


This is the time the kids need your 
support, your compassion, NOT your 
D*: Johnny Warren commit a faux abuse, 
pas after accepting the post of They don't remain children for long, let 
‘Soccer Adviser’ to Sydney Olympic them enjoy the experience. 
when mentioning that Frank Arok 
was very much in his thinking? Pee 
It would certainly appear so, as you'll 
read elsewhere in this issue. astly for this week, we have two requests: 
This is very unlike Mr Warren who remains lj Soccer Far North Coast will be 
one of, if not THE most respected soccer pundit in celebrating their fiftieth year in a few short months and 
Australia, are missing a very important item. 
When saying that Mr Arok was (reading between the lines) If anyone has one of those large blow-up footballs, could 
a probable starter with the club next season, although most they kindly please contact George Green (SFNC) on: (02) 
likely not meant to causé concer in any way, shape or form, — (628 3952 so that arrangements may be made to beg, steal or 
it would have done little to build the confidence of current borrow it from you and, [ J 
couch Geoff Harcombe. 2/ Marconi women’s soccer team have lost their first ‘ 
Added to that, how must the players be reacting to the goalkeeper, who has relocated to Queensland, and sae |, EC Oe 
prospect of a ‘speculated’ change in coaching positions whilst experienced goalie for their Federation State League Division 9 I: 
. the current coach attempts to turn things around this season? —_Qne side, t Emerton — Sydney 


‘A slip of the tongue by Mr Warren, no doubt, but one that If any women out there are interested, please contact Olympic, Troy Halpin 
may have serious repercussions and ABSW would like to George on; (02) 9823 2222. — Perth Glory, Zeljko 
wish all concerned parties the very best for the future and Kalac — Sydney 

sincerely wish that no reputation or face is lost in the ensuing oe United, Paul Trimboli 
weeks. — South Melbourne. 


INSIDE THIS ISSUE NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


: : : (SUPPLEMENT) 
3. T2 ssscnssueuPlcture Gallery 


= oalkeeper, could not keep the past Cagalj, only to be 
4.004 Nations Match Report 13 ssssecescssonvecerseeeesRUUd Gullit By Roy Hay tl from entering the net blocked on the line and eee 
ctorial under the slippery conditions.  Cuzzupe put the ball over the 
eV in Paige Southern Division Mare Bresciano almost — bar from rich in front of goal The match between South 
Women's Writes Carlton 1 VIS 0 added to Carton’s lead with a in the last minute, Melbourne Rockets and 
Siveski long run and (This Carlton has been forfeited by 
16/17........Around the Globe shot, but in must be _ the Rockets after it became 
‘Sth Mel Rockets 0 the last ten evident the pitch was not 
18 ssecssrsessrreeeeesSOUtH America Carlton 3 minutes the YT, marked correctly in time for 
(Rockets forfeited the game) VIS lifted the =) i step forward their Round 18 game to take 
een siege and rome for the place. 
arlton beat the nearl NYL, and The decision was that 
«Season So Far Pt 1 Cont. ( by a gol to al at salvaged 5 its players, Carlton were awarded a 3:0 
ae , 2 sooashteeal Olympic Park on draw. in that they were able to play win, 
10....Seuson So Far Pt Cont. 21 UK Tall Safurday night as a curtain Adrian Cuzzupe and in front of a large crowd 
ey 22/23 ...orsscrsreceeeWorld News raiser to the Australia ¥ Lettieri tested the defence, before an international match. 
Chile match. with a Lettieri shot geting Long may it continue, ss 
; 2A sssevesresseseenreeeesP ast Master This Round 19 match was 


brought forward from 
February 23 and was a very 
high standard game in 


Be penne Fax (02) 9550-0992 Email: secer@tereignlangoage.com.ov difficult conditions, with 


4 ne lien fan ort tone rain for much of the 
y DISTRIBUTION ‘St, Bowen Hils Qid. 4006 Tel: (07) 3252-6011, Ina frenetic opening fifteen 
4 2 SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Advertiser minutes both sides had several 


‘Waymouth St, Adelaide SA 5000 Tel: (08) sale 


7 Road, North Melbourne, VIC 3051. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Pan Hellenic 
Tel: (03) 9329-1696 Fax: (03) 9329-1342 Emporium, 67 James Street, Perth WA 6000. 
._ QUEENSLAND: Queensland Newspaper Gampbell__Tel: (08) 9328-4779 


LAYOUT/TYPESETTING: 


chances to score, but when the 
team settled down, Carlton 
took control. 

Athalf-time, Branko Bacak 
came on as a substitute for 
Carlton and almost made an 
immediate impact as he 
surged through a couple of 
tackles, but he was pulled 
back for a free-kick without 
WOLLONGONG: the advantage being played. 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA: i Fabian Lettieri replied with 
WOMEN'S COARESPONDENT:Janene Mar | 2 shot after beating two 
CHS TORY, defenders, however Adrian 
Cagalj turned the ball away 
for a corner kick. 

and Bish Soccer Weekly copyright ii z The breakthrough came 
‘and reproduction in any form whatsoever photographic materi after 72 minutes when Pece 
is expressly forbiddes without the written Siveski cut in from the right 
Recommended and maximum prie. $2.50, Permission of the publisher, 3 i rextiais and shot so powerfully that 
Alltel appearingin Ausalan TH pls acteps no esposiity 3 Martin John, the VIS 
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PH/Fax 075 530 4206 


* SANCTIONED BY THE GOLD Coast SOCCER FEDERATION AND QSF 

* A SPORTING AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE 

* AIMING TO INVOLVE CLUB & SCHOOL SoccER TEAMS FROM AUSTRALIA, NZ, THE 
Paciric, SoutH-East Asia, JAPAN & NTH AMERICA’ 

* AT LEAST FOUR GAMES WITH TIME TO RELAX AND ENJOY TOURIST ATTRACTIONS ON THE 
Go1p Coast. 

* OPENING CEREMONY 27TH SEPTEMBER 

* TOURNAMENT DINNER 30TH SEPTEMBER 

* FINALS SERIES ON 2ND AND 3RD OCTOBER AT MUDGEERABA 

* TourNaMENT AGE Groups: 11s, 12s, 13s, 14s, 15s, 16s (MALE & FEMALES) 18s 

* Team Fees $300 

* Prizes: TEAM Strip Courtesy ATTACK SPORTS. 


Gop Coast CyHampions Cup 
PO Box 1068, MupcEERABA Quip 4213 


@ AESW 


By John Economos 


HILE’s World Cup 
squad that 
comprehensively 


defeated Australia 0-1 last 
Saturday night at Olympic 
Park in Melbourne, 
hurriedly flew out of 
Australia over the weekend 
bound for England. 

The South American 
France World Cup finalists 
quickly departed to prepare 
for tomorrow (Wednesday) 
night’s clash against Glenn 
Hoddle’s England side at 
Wembley. 

The Chilean squad is 
expected to be greatly 
strengthened by their two 
‘gun-strikers’ Salas and 
‘Zamarano, who did not travel 
to New Zealand or Australia 
with the squad. 


ooo 


ARCONI has 
scored a major 
coup by securing a 


match against ‘98 World 
Cup Finalist South Korea 
next Tuesday night at the 
Marconi Stadium. 

Taking advantage of the 
current two week break in the 
Ericsson League due to the 
Four Nation World Series, 
Marconi officials moved very 
quickly in nailing down the 
South Koreans for a single 
match in Sydney. 

Marconi’s Marketing and 
Assistant Soccer Secretary, 
Mr Ross Musso told ‘Good 
Oil’: “We have always tried 
our very best to bring top class 
Soccer to Marconi Stadium 
for all our Soccer supporters. 

“Now that our team with so 
many new and young players 
has finally clicked into gear, 
and haying gone undefeated 
the last six matches in the 
League, we thought it was a 
good opportunity to extend an 
invitation to the tough South 
Korean World Cup team. 

“T believe this match is not 
only a prestigious coup for our 
Club, but will prove an 
immense experience for our 
squad,” ended Mr Musso, 

The Marconi vs South 
Korean World Cup team kicks 
off at 7.30pm. 

Tickets on sale from today 
(Tuesday) at the Club Marconi 
Teception. 


oe 


‘ORTHERN SPIRIT 
has already got itself 
into gear in the 
promotions department. 
Spirit Club officials last 
Saturday were on duty, 
eagerly handing out thousands 
of the Club’s white Soccer 
caps to the multitude of 
youngsters who had turned up 
at the Manly Warringah Mall 
for the Annual Registration 
Day for all Juniors 


ooo 


OUTH KOREA 

defeated New Zealand 

0-1 last Saturday at the 
sandy based pitch, Mt Smart 
Stadium. 

Tt took nuggetty striker Chi 
Yon-Os just under two 
minutes before he hit the 
target against the All Whites. 


Easily Asia's consistently 
best side over the last 30 odd 
years, the tough and always 
mobile Koreans shape up 
against Australia tomorrow 
night at the Sydney Football 
Stadium. 

In the 19 matches we have 
played against them, the 
Koreans have surprisingly 
won only three with Australia 
having won on five more 
occasions. 

South Korea has made it to 
the World Cup finals five 
times, the last four 
consecutive Finals plus for the 
first time back in 1954, 


ooo 


Pie HENSMAN, 
the former St George 
and Sydney Croatia 
blockbusting flank- 
goalscorer in the late 70s 
and early 80s, was in 
England all last week on 
business. 

Tt was Hensman that last 
November brought to 
Australia former Manchester 
United wonder boy, Norman 
Whiteside, as an after-dinner 
speaker. 

Prior to the Whiteside tour, 
Hensman assisted in the 
Australian tour of England 
1966 World Cup right flank 
hero, now coach of 
Portsmouth, Alan Ball. 

Hensman is due back in 
Sydney this Saturday with 
hopefully some more good 
news for Soccer fans. 


ooo 


EOFF HARCOMBE, 

Sydney Olympic’s 

coach who shocked 
his Club late last week by 
suddenly resigning (see page 
One story) stressed to ‘Good 
Oil’ last night: “I resigned 
because my current Board 
Of Directors knew nothing 
about me being replaced at 
the end of the season by the 
new regime, 

“They were not privy to 
such information. 

“T stress that I had nothing 
but the utmost respect for the 
current Directors that was 
headed by Simon 


Konstandinidis (prior to 
Olympic’s privatisation last 
week), who gave me full 
support throughout the season. 


Geoff Harcombe: 
Sydney Olympic’s now 
former coach. 


last Sunday week to 
play two challenge matches 
against the powerful Fijian 
champions Ba. 

The Eagles’ travelling 
squad was severely depleted 
by the loss of no less than five 
of their star Championship 
winning team. 

During the off-season 
Parramatta lost their skipper 
and centre-back George 
Souris (now with Wollongong 
City), industrious ‘screener’ 
David Huxley (now also with 
Wollongong City), attacking 
left midfielder Christian Ortiz 
(transferred to Leichhardt 
Tigers) , midfield-playmaker 
Gabriel Mendez (on loan to 
Marconi) and top-goalscorer 
Steve Karavatakis (signed by 


most durable performances. 

The phlegmatic champion 
coach Utjesenovic stated last 
night: “All the boys did really 
OK, especially in the most 
humid Fijian conditions even 
though both games were 
played in the night.” 

Utjesenovic’s travelling 
squad of 15 was: 


Goalkeepers: Jason 


‘Arguably the League's 
best, if not only, genuine 
playmaker, Marusic is bound 
to be rapidly snapped up by a 
big club. 

‘Good Oil’ believes that at 
the moment Marconi and 
newly admitted Northern 
Spirit are racing in earnest to 
snare the champion player. 


QOD OL GOOD OIL GOOD Ol GOOD OI 


already earned the wrath of 
his president, placing his 
immediate future very much 
on the line. 
The president was far 
from being joyous when his 
beloved team lost last 
Sunday its first match in the 
NSW Pre-Season Cup which 
carries a prize of $10,000, 
‘Good was informed 


Holmes and Darren Viskovic. ooo : the coach in question was 
Defenders: Stefan Jee, Kresimir Marusic: only employed (threatened 

Mark Reveley, Sasha USTRALIA will train Expected tosoonbe nore accurately), on the one 

Utjesenovic, Andrew this morning back in Sydney? single condition, that being a 

Dowling, Paul Donnelly, Paul (Tuesday) as they did “Must Win’ basis only. 

O'Grady. yesterday, at the St George TAN LAZARIDIS, the Oh really... How 
Midfielders: Saso Stadium’ at 10am in vastly improved mobile idealistic. 


Boskovski, Mauricio Islas, preparation for tomorrow left flanker since 
David Thomas, Tony Mittiga, night’s clash against the _ joining West Ham two years ooo 
Brett Kinnimont. tough and mobile South ago and now easily 
Strikers: Malcolm Meilak, Koreans. Australia’s best ball crosser, IM SELBY, Australia’s 
was the Hammers" hero last rector of Coaching, 
Saturday at St James Park. was most delighted last 


Dougie Utjesenovic seen here with his three goalscorers in the Grand Final last 


season which the Eagles won 3-0. Saso Petrovski, Stefan Jee and son Sasha 
Utjesenovic. Also in pic is the Club president Ms Doris Drewery holding team 


Sydney Olympic). 

But despite the loss of these 
five star players, the Eagles 
still managed to pull off two 
exceptional results against the 
powerful panther-like Fijians 
in extremely hot, almost 
unbearable conditions. 

In the first match played 
last Tuesday, the Eagles 
defeated the physical and 
mobile Ba 1-2, with central 
marker and skipper Mark 
Reveley scoring in the first 
half with a left footer 
following a corner. 

Striker Saso Petrovski in 
the second session nailed in 
the Eagles’ second goal which 
cemented the NSW 
champions’ victory. 

But in the second clash Ba 
were a much harder opponent 
to deal with and were far more 
physical in battle against the, 
by now understandably tiring, 
yet still defiant Parramatta 
Eagles. 

With the scoreline showing 
no goals and time running out, 
coach Dougie Utjesenovic 
teleased his Youth team’s 
stopper, 19-year old Paul 
O'Grady into the foray. 

Despite being a defender, 
Utjesenovic wisely used 
O'Grady as a stop-gap striker 
which yielded the Eagles a 
huge and handsome dividend. 

With a minute left of play 
the young aggressive O'Grady 
busted into the clear to find 
himself in a one-on-one 
situation with the giant 
advancing Ba goalkeeper. 
O'Grady coolly slotted past 
him to score the precious and 
ultimate winner. 

In both games Parramatta’s 
veteran rock-hard stopper 
Mark = Reveley was 
outstanding whilst left back 
Stefan Gee as well put in two 


mascot Stephen. 


BS-TV’s Sports 
producer/presenter Les 
Murray of our Super 
Soccer Channel, advised 


USTRALIAN referee 
Eddie Lennie is the 

nly representative 
selected from Australia by 


‘Good Oil’ his Network for _F.LF.A. and one of only two 
Australia’s second match of officials from Oceania 
the current Four Nations Football Confederation to be 
Series-against South Korea at the World Cup Finals in 
in Sydney, will bring a France later this year. 


delayed coverage to all 
centres starting at 10pm to 
midnight, (S.A.-9.30pm), 
Coverage by SBS-TV for 
Australia’s last match versus 
Japan on Sunday, will be Live 
to all centres except Adelaide, 


Les Murray: SBS-TV 
Producer of Sport. 
Darwin, Perth. 

The screening times for this 
last match are: Qld-7pm to 
9pm, S.A-country 7.30pm to 
9.30pm, NSW, Vic, ACT, 
Perth, Darwin 8pm to 10pm. 
For Adelaide a delayed 
screening between 10pm and 


F.LF.A. has selected a 
‘squad of 67 match officials for 
the World Cup Finals later 
this year and will meet in 
France from the 23rd to 27th 
of next month to undergo 
extensive physical testing. 

June they will return to 
Paris using Manoir de Gressy 
as their base. 

Lennie, who migrated to 
Perth from Scotland, has been 
a F.LE.A. badged referee for 
the past three years. 


ooe 


‘OHN ALOISI and 
CRAIG FOSTER both 
played last Saturday it 
Portsmouth’s 0-1 home loss 
to Nottingham Forrest. 
Since 1966 World Cup 
flanker Alan Ball took over 
the reins from former coach 
‘Terry Fenwick, it seems that 
the Aussie contingent has 
struggled to get regular starts. 


West Ham scored a rare 
away win (0-1) and who was 
the scorer? 

Yep, none other than Stan 
“The Man’! He belted the ball 
home in the 16th minute, 


ooo 


T SEEMS that things are 
getting tougher by the 
mn for coaching staff 
employed by some clubs in 
the NSW Super League, 
The League proper hasn't 
started as yet, but one 
particular first grade coach has 


week when he staged 
lectures at Canberra’s A.LS. 
for almost 30 aspiring 
coaches hoping to gain their 
Level 3 credentials, 

Selby's special lectures 
were designed to fast-track to 
the Level 3 pupils of 
outstanding ability and 
knowledge of the game, 
enabling them to bypass 
Levels 1 and 2. 

Among the 30 sitting pupils 
included Andy Harper, Fran! 
Farina, David Lowe, Nick 
Theodorakopoulos and Berti 
Mariani 


Stan Lazaridis: Australia’s star international at West 
Ham. 


Bes NSW Soccer 
<GA@) Federation 


PRE-SEASON CUP - 
ROUND 2 


Saturday, February 14 

(N) Central Coast v Parramatta Eagles — 

Pluim Park, 7pm 
(N) Bonnyrigg W.E. v Ryde City — 
Serbian Centre, 7pm 
(N) Blacktown Demons v Bankstown City — 

Gabbie Stadium, 7pm 
Sunday, February 15 

(S) St George Saints v Eastern Suburbs — 


midnight has been scheduled. St George Stadium, 7pm 
(S) Sutherland Sharks v Macarthur Rams — 
ooo Lynwood Park, 7pm 
(S) Canterbury M’ville v Leichhardt Tigers — 
i ine MI “3 Henson Park, 7pm 
ae “0 North group) South group 
“Player of The Year’ last Under 21s & 18s fixtures at all venues prior to 
season who played with First Grade 
Grand Finalists Sydney = ROUND 3 - 
United and currently on the John Aloisi: Australia’s Wednesday, February 18 
ra Aas ‘could soon in ae ch ber See next week’s ad for details of matches 
return I. Zs 
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trap to race on to Sierra’s afterwards. 


AUSTRALIA 0 incisive through ball and was Venables brought on Goran 
CHILE 1 brought down by Zeljko  Lozanovski and Troy Halpin 
Saeobe tile a Kalac. at half-time to give the side a 
By Dwyght Tuffne) —°* Saad six minutes from Referee Connolly waved — more attacking look. 

time, play on and Nelson Acuna Halpin made an impact 


Chile looked the much 
better side early in the game 
as the Socceroos failed to find 
any fluency and, the usually 
reliable defence got caught 
out at the back a couple of 
times. One such incident, in 
the 15th minute, should have 
resulted in a Chilean goal, 


immediately, coming close to 
scoring on his international 
debut. 

The Perth Glory star made 
a good run forward before 
playing a neat one-two with 
Paul Trimboli. Chilean keeper 
Nelson Tapia forced him out 


‘was well placed to shoot into 
the empty net. 

Eight minutes later the 
Chileans had what looked to 
be 2 good goal ruled out for a 
foul on Kalac. 

Chilean captain, Javier 
Margas, beat Kalac in the air 


ustralia lost its first 

game on home soil 
under Terry Venables with 
Saturday’s loss to World 
Cup finalists Chile at 
Olympic Park in game one 
of the World Series of 
Soccer, 


Terry Venables: We paid 
for one mistake. 


Clarence Acuna scored the 
only goal of the game on 18 
minutes in a scrappy game 
mostly played in driving rain. 

The poor conditions 
guaranteed a disappointing 
game, but it was the Chileans 
who adapted to the slippery 


surface better than their hosts 
and deservedly won. 

“We got punished for one 

istake,” lamented Venables 
after the game. 

Tt was a popular victory for 
the 12,000 strong crowd who 


an 


Nelson Tapia: Rarely troubled by a lacklustre Socceroo forward line. 


Pablo Galdames found Jose 
Luis Sierra inside the area, in 
space, and Sierra's cross 
found Juan Carreno who 
missed the target completely 
with an empty net facing him. 

"i was only a short reprieve 
for Australia as Chile scored 
with its next attack. 

Carreno beat the off-side 


wide but Halpin turned and 
attempted to chip Tapia, but 
with the heavy conditions, 
Halpin’s shot went straight to 
the grateful keeper. 

Although the Australian 
performance was much 
improved in the second half, 
Chile were still in complete 
control with the Socceroos 
reduced to long range shots 
that never troubled Tapia in 
goal, 
Venables said afterwards 
that the weather, although 
poor, was the same for both 
sides and said it had no 


and headed into the net 
directly from an inch-perfect 
outswinging corner, but 
Connolly, whistled for a foul 
on Kalac by Margas. 

“J felt it was a good goal, 
but the referee is the man in 
charge and that’s the decision 
he made,” said Margas 


evs: ec 


Salas: Missed the game. 


Sanh roars Dearing on the result. 
iN i @ et rain. A “We weren't together in the 
lore than three quarters o} first half as well as 1 had 


the attendance supported the 
visitors, making it more like a 
home fixture for the Chileans, 

The match was marred by 
two send-offs in separate 
incidents late in the game. 

Socceroo substitute, Goran 
Lozanovski, was the first to 
go after a foul on Chilean 
midfielder Francisco Rojas in 
the 77th minute. 

Chile’s Pedro Reyes also 
received his marching orders 
from referee Gerry Connolly 
when he picked up a second Venables 
yellow card for a tackle on “They (Chile) are a class 
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hoped, I thought our passing 
‘wasn’t so good and we made 
one or two mistakes 
defensively. 

“The second half, we 
looked a bit better, Halpin 
kept the ball well for us in the 
middle of the park and we 
were able to control the game 
abit more.” 

“Having new players in the 
squad and limited time to 
work with them affected the 
first half performance,” added 


Brett Emerton: First game for Australia. 


Ivan Zamorano: Missing 
through injury. 
side and I was very pleased 
with the way we got back into 
it in the second half. 

“This exercise is to see 
‘what players could push to get 
into the first team squad and 
there were one or two good 
performances. 

“They realise there is a 
difference between what 
they’re playing every week 
and international football.” 

Chile, who have played 
against Hong Kong and Iran 
in Hong Kong and New 
Zealand, now travel to 
London where they face 
England at Wembley on 
Thursday morning Australian 
time. 

They will have Lazio 
bound striker Marcelo Salas 
back for that game, but Inter 
Milan’s Ivan Zamorano will 
miss through injury, 

“The victory is good for the 
players, the morale will lift 


lot away from it as a 
spectacle,” ended Acosta. 
Venables said he would 
wait and see before deciding 
any changes for tomorrow 
night’s game against South 
Korea in Sydney at the SFS. 


and hold us in good stead for 
the game against England,” 
said a happy Chilean coach 
Nelson Acosta. 

“We are happy and 
satisfied with the result even 
though the disallowed goal 
was doubtful, the rain took a 


Clarence Acuna: Coolly slotted home the decisive goal in the 18th minute. 


@& ABsw 


AUSTRALIA’S CAPTAIN RESPECTS 
SOUTH KOREANS 


By John Economos 


lex Tobin, 
Australia’s World 
Cup captain and 


reliable central marker, 
served warning on just 
how hard Australia’s 
battle will be tomorrow 
night (Wednesday) against 
the touring South Koreans 
at the Sydney Football 
Stadium, 

From Australia’s training 
camp in Sydney, based at 
the plush Brighton Novotel 
Resort , the lanky defender 
told ABSW: “Make no 
mistake about it, They are 
going to give us a real hot 
battle, 

“Against Chile last 
Saturday night in Melbourne 
we had our moments in the 
second half with Goran 
(Lozanovski) coming on to 
give us some width with his 
crosses. 

“The Chileans had far 
more possession which put 
us under pressure for most 
of the match, 

“But the South Koreans I 
feel are going to be even 
tougher. 

“They won their Asian 
World Cup qualifying Group 


Alex Tobin: Captain making his 78th appearance for 


Australia. 


very comfortably. 

“They are tough, mobile 
and very quick on the ball.” 

Tobin tomorrow night 
will be making his 78th 
appearance for the ‘Green 
and Gold’, 

‘The Adelaide City stopper 
made his debut in 1988 at 
the Parramatta Stadium 
when Australia lost 0-1 to 


the crack Scandinavian 
touring side Gothenberg. 

The Australian captain 
went on to add: “The South 
Koreans have a strong 
ability to hold possession for 
long periods. 

“This is a great danger to 
us. 
“We trained on Monday 
morning at St George 


Stadium and will train again 
‘on Tuesday morning (today) 
at the same venue.” 
Lozanovski will miss this 
match, out serving a 
suspension, having been sent 
off by referee Gerry 
Connelly last Saturday night 
in the clash against Chile 


late in the second half. 
Substitute striker Abbas 
Saad is in doubt having 
suffered a ‘dead leg’ after 
coming on in the second half 
last Saturday in Melbourne. 
Australia’s towering 


goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac is 
having 


also in doubt 


Paul Trimbolli: Must receive quality service from 
mi 


Zeljko Kalac: In doubt with a bruised elbow, 


sustained severe bruising to 
his elbow in Melbourne. 

Should Kalac face a 
fitness test today, Adelaide 
City’s custodian, the 
talented Jason Petkovic, will 
wear the gloves. 

A strong chance to start 
the match is brilliant young 
midfielder Troy Halpin. 

Halpin came on in the 
second half to replace 
Sydney United’s captain, 
Paul Bilokapic against Chile 
and almost instantly ignited 


Australia’s attack from the 
midfield with his explosive 
pace. 
Australia's most 
intelligent striker Paul 
Trimboli was totally starved 
of any quality ball-service 
from the midfield, 

Such quality service is 
desperately, if not essential, 
to the Australian attack if 
the ‘Green and Gold’ hopes 
to pierce the South Koreans’ 
granite-like defence. 


LOZANOVSKI’S 2002 WORLD CUP DREAM 


oran Lozanoyski’s 
inclusion in the 
Socceroo squad for 


the Four Nations 
Tournament was no 
surprise, 

Over the past month, he has 
been rediscovering the form 
that led him to be selected by 
former Socceroo coach Eddie 
‘Thomson for the Olyroos. 

After an injury in the first 
round of the season, 
Lozanovski has worked his 
way back to South 
Melbourne's first team where 
he has once again become a 
handful for any opposition 
side, 

“The last month and @ half 
has been fantastic for me,” he 
remarks. 

“Tam at a stage now where 
I'm fit but could be a bit more 
fitter. By the time the Finals 
come along, I’ll be as fit as 
anyone,” 

Not being fully fit hasn’t 
hampered his play as he has 
quickly established himself as 
a fayourite with South 
Melbourne fans. 

He’s enjoying his football 
at South Melbourne after a 
disappointing spell with the 
ill-fated Collingwood 
Warriors venture. 

“[ took a punt going there, I 
thought it would be a great 
thing if it succeeded but it 
didn’t in the end.” 

The new Socceroo was 
injured early in the year and 
never really got back into the 
groove once he did return to 
the side. 

“I struggled for the whole 


By Dwyght Tufnell 


of last year,” he concedes, 

The midfielder nearly went 
to South Melbourne prior to 
Collingwood but coach Ange 
Postecoglou showed interest 
only a couple of days after the 
player had signed with the 
Warriors. 

“Zoran (Matic) was one of 
the main reasons I went there, 
but I was going to go back to 
Melbourne no matter what. 

“| was waiting for a few 
offers, Zoran spoke te me first 
and then Ange called me but it 
was too late, I'd already 
signed with Collingwood. 

“If Ange had spoken to me 
sooner who knows, I might 
have been a South Melbourne 
player a season earlier.” 

The up-and-coming South 
coach eventually got his man 
but even then it was tight — 
Lozanoyski was very tempted 
to join Carlton 

“T was going to join 
Carlton, I thought it would 
have been a good experience. 

“| spoke to Eddie 
(Krncevic) and Lou Sticca 
(general manager) and had a 
look around the club,” 

Lozanovski wasn’t 
impressed by the way they 
went about trying to sign him 
up, particularly Sticca, who 
was “too forceful” in the 
player’s words. 

Another factor that swayed 
him was experiencing first 
hand the demise of a fledgling 
club, 

“Having already been and 
seen what happened at 
Collingwood, I had second 
thoughts about Carlton. 

“Tt was too much of a risk 
for me and I thought if I did 


take it, and it failed, it might 
jeopardise my national team 
chances and maybe my 
career.” 

He says that Matic and 
Postecoglou are very different 
‘as coaches. 

“Zoran, as everyone knows, 
is very old fashioned and he 
likes to stick to his game plan. 

“Ange is a young coach 
who is still learning. He likes 
the ball to be moving around 
whereas Zoran likes everyone 
to be sticking to their 
position.” 

Goran’s position has not 
changed from when he first 


played under Matic at 
Adelaide City. 
“When I went to Adelaide I 


was only 19 and still learning 
and compared to South 
Melbourne's system at the 
moment, Adelaide's was very 
different. 

“But P've always played on 
the wing in all my previous 
clubs and now that’s where I 
am playing at South 
Melbourne.” 

‘As a wingback the 24 year 
old has a lot of running up and 
down the line, so occasionally 
he is not able to deliver one of 
his trademark crosses. 

“Sometimes people on the 
side are saying ‘why isn’t he 
going up front?’, just when 
T’ve run sixty metres down 
into the defence and then they 
want me to run another sixty 
metres up forward,” he says 
bemused. 

It is pinpoint crossing for 
what he is known best and he 
gets more satisfaction out of 
Setting up a goal than scoring 
one himself. 


“Tove to score goals, don't 
get me wrong, but these days 
if I can cross a ball and set up 
a goal I'm happy.” 

He was named in Terry 
Venables’ initial squad for last 
year's Four Nations Toumament 
but was still struggling with 
injury and pulled out because he 
felt he couldn't justify playing 
half fit. 

“T had just come back from 
injury and started playing again 
but I just wasn’t fit enough. 

“To be _ playing 
international football games, 
with the fitness level I was at, 
would have been a waste of 
time.” 

It’s something that hurt him 
and that pain was 
‘compounded when he saw the 
Socceroos crash out of the 
World Cup. 

“T was there at the MCG 
watching the game thinking 
how great it would be there to 
see them at the World Cup, 
even if I wasn’t in the squad. 

“At least if we had made it 
I would have had the 
opportunity to say, ‘Well 
they're in the World Cup, let's 
see if I can now make the 
squad’. 

“That didn’t happen and it 
was disappointing but it’s 
great to be back in the squad 
now.” 

At 24 the South player is still 
young and will get another 
chance to be a part of the squad 
that will attempt to qualify for 
the 2002 World Cup. 

He'll be 28 then and 
playing at his peak. 

Lozanovski describes 
Venables as a coach who is 
“very simple and direct. He 


doesn’t make — things 
complicated. Most coaches 
these days, especially in 
Australia, confuse you and 
you don’t understand what 
they're actually trying to say 
and get out of you.” 

Like just about every other 
player in the Ericsson Cup, he 
is a player who has an 
ambition to play in Europe, 
and at his age it's surprising 
that he is not already playing 
there, 

“T've had a few chances to 
go, but J wasn’t fit and wasn’t 
right mentally. 

“Hopefully after this season 
with South Melbourne I'll get 


a chance to go — in top form 
and injury free to give it my 
best shot.” 

As long as the club is 
professional and it gives him a 
chance, he doesn’t care where 
he plays, but wouldn't mind 
playing in France or Spain, 

“T love French and Spanish 
football. England’s the 
glamour place at the moment 
but their football is a bit too 
quick for me.” 

And then after playing in 
Europe Lozanovski would like 
to come home and help the 
game. 

The South wingback has 
some strong views on 
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Australian coaches, compared 
with those overseas, and 
believes that coaches like 
Krncevic, David Mitchell and 
Frank Farina are good for 
Australian soccer. 

“We need guys like these 
who have been overseas and 
have seen everything here to 
help the game. 

“T'd like to come back here 
after ten years in Europe and 
be like that, and maybe still 
kicking a ball.” 

His brief performance in 
the second half against Chile 
Jast Saturday night, prior to 
his expulsion, showed that he 
has the capability to do it. 
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Johnny 


Warren 


— Visionary 


Dear Sir, 

Once again I find myself in 
total agreement with what 
Johnny Warren is saying, 
especially that there is no 
national team policy for the 
future. 

‘The three games, currently 
underway against Japan, 
South Korea and Chile are a 
prime example. Instead of 
blooding players for the 2000 
Olympics, with the 2002 
World Cup also in mind, we 
have Soccer Australia’s offi- 
cials content to allow Terry 
Venables to pick a squad with 
results being of high impor- 
tance, 

Who cares if we beat these 
three in meaningless friendly 
matches if we cannot qualify 
for the World Cup, which has 
already happened! 

‘What makes it all the more 
incredible is the fact that, 
apart from Matt Bingley, all 
the overseas based players 
have not been considered 
because of club commitments, 
virtually stating to all and 
sundry that these games are of 
little importance to Australia. 

Did Terry Venables thinks 
that a couple of hidings to our 
national side would be demor- 
alising if a half-a-dozen or 
more Olyroo players were 
involved, thereby gaining 
experience? Or is it just that 
he is more interested in his 
personal record of wins, 
draws and losses? 


Johnny Warren 


‘Well let’s hope that should 
he continue on as a our 
national coach future interna- 
tional games, especially 
friendlies or exhibition 
matches, involve as many of 
our young players as possible 
who are eligible for the 2000 
Olympic Games and 2002 
qualifiers. 

Players at the age of 32 and 
33 years should be given a 
*Golden Handshake’ (with the 
exception of goalkeepers who 
are just coming into their 
prime at this age) and remind- 
ed to concentrate on club 
games, 


No matter how good a 32- 
year old player is today, he 
will be of limited use in four 
years time. 

As for Terry Venables’ 
reappointment, I don’t have a 
problem with that, so long as 
he becomes more involved 
with the entire Australian soc- 
cer set-up and the only way to 
do this is by spending more 
time here, and that applies to 
whoever the coach is. It isn't 
important to spend all the 
time here as 90% of the inter- 
national players are in Europe 
these days. 

What David Hill needs to 
do is to organise more inter- 
national matches later in the 
year, in preparation for the 
next Confederations Cup in 
early 1999. Venables should 
then be involved with the 
Olyroos throughout 1999 and 
early 2000, which is very 
important to Australia who 
are the hosts. When these are 
‘over, it should be full steam 
ahead for the 2002 World 
Cup qualifiers in the year 
2001. If we can get involved 
with an Asian Cup in the 
meantime, all the better. 

Re-signing Terry Venables 
toa four year contract is prob- 
ably what's needed to give 
Soccer Australia’s manage- 
ment the impetus to get crack- 
ing and involve the Socceroos 
in other tournaments, apart 
from just the World Cup. 

To avoid the NSL from 
being disrupted, the season 
should be split into two, start- 
ing in October and ending in 
December and then continu- 
ing from February through to 
June or July. 

By adopting this, many 
international sides would be 
able to squeeze in a game 
between January-February or 
July to August and 
September. Disruption would 
be kept to a minimum for the 
local and overseas based play- 
ers. 


D. Scullino 
Nerang, Qld. 


Editor's note: 

Some of what you are say- 
ing actually makes sense 
although the idea of a ‘split- 
comp’ doesn’t hold water for 
me. The idea of having 
‘older’ players in a squad is to 
have cool heads amongst the 
“youngsters’. Would you 
advocate a team of ‘babes’ 
tackling the might of the 
World Game? Perhaps our 
readers will have something 
to say on this vexatious 
issue... 


HOW.......? 


With my help you’ll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 


out of your life 


Letters to 


the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


The Editc 
AUSTRALIAN & 
BririsH Soccer 

Weexcy 
PO BOX 1 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this colum. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


He Was Wrong Too! 


Dear Sir, 

‘The letter from “Alex’ a few 
weeks ago certainly attracted a 
few responses, but it seems that 
most of them were too emotion- 
al to be considered as rational. 

As you rightly pointed out in 
your editorial in the January 20 
issue, the figures do the talking 
(even though they were hypo- 
thetical), however, I must agree 
that his letter was wrong, 
because clubs cannot be ejected 
‘on a whim as he was suggesting. 

Many people see Carlton's 
slow start in terms of attracting 
a large support base as evidence 
that traditional clubs are ‘better’ 
that the new ones. 

Lou Sticca, Carlton's 
General Manager, has stated in 
the press that his club need only 
draw a crowd average of 3,500 
(see page 10 for specific details. 
Ed.) to break even. 

‘They are currently achieving 
this figure quite comfortably, 
and their crowd figures are 
higher than most of the tradi- 
tional clubs too. 

‘The difference is that Carlton 
operate according to a commer- 
cial structure, which means they 
have greater capital and.spon- 
sorship dollars, 

Put simply, Carlton are rely- 
ing on other revenue sources, 
apart from memberships and 
crowds, whereas most tradition- 
al clubs rely heavily on less var- 
ied sources of revenue raising. 


Most traditional clubs, as 
well as being regional sides like 
Newcastle for example, have a 
shortage of capital and thus, 
cannot grow much in the long 
term. As Remo Nogarotto, 
Northem Spirit Chairman, said: 
“Some clubs are 40 years out of 


Many people recently 
argued, quite ridiculously, that 
the Auckland Kings should not 
be admitted in the league on the 
grounds that they are not 
Australia. 

This argument has often 
come from supporters of ‘eth- 
nic’ clubs which, to me, is high- 
ly contradictory. 

‘These people say it is fine to 
cling to their ethnic roots by 
supporting a club which once 
Tepresented another nationality, 
while dismissing New Zealand 
as un-Australian. 

The only grounds for not 
allowing Auckland, or indeed an 
Asian club, should be based on 
whether they will offer any ben- 
efits to the league, as Les 
Murray has commented, 

If they don’t offer anything, 
they should not be admitted, 

Finally, whether a club is tra- 
ditional or not, they should only 
be in the league if they can sur- 
vive according to financial 
strength, 

‘Some traditional clubs, such 
as Marconi, are doing just fine 
financially (mainly through their 


social clubs etc.) whereas some 
regionally based sides, such as 
Brisbane and particularly 
Newcastle, need to become pri- 
vatised to increase their capital 
base and grow like Wollongong 
will. 

All'm saying is that regard- 
less of whether a club is tradi- 
tional or regional, it must offer 
something to the Ericsson Cup 
for the goal of developing 4 
financially strong professional 
league. 

G. Owen 
Geelong, Vie 


Editor's Note: 

Agreed, many points raised 
are meritorious in their design 
but there are a few more offi- 
cials running scared of an 
Auckland side than just ‘ethnic’ 
supporters, although that isn’t 
the case in point that you raised. 

‘There are none so blind as 
they who will not see’, which 
was the point of the editorial 
you mentioned, 

ABSW would hate to see 
clubs go by the wayside but 
unless their supporters realise, 
‘and soon, that to compete on an 
equal footing they must ensure 
larger crowds — and everything 
that goes with that — clubs will 
fold. 

‘There are some very interest- 
jing rumours doing the rounds at 
present. 


Vierra not Venables 


Dear Sir, 

T was one of the 99,000 (not 
85,000, didn’t anyone count the 
14,000 members?) in Mel- 
bourne on that fateful night in 
Nov ‘97. I walked back to my 
hotel in the city totally devastat- 
ed but proud to be an Australian 
as the boys tried their best on 
the night — we were not battle 
hardened enough in my opinion 
and their coach knew it. 

So with that in mind, why 
are we chasing Terry Venables 


ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 


At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 
ILIAS ORFANIDIS 

© 0419 622 685 


9601 


1761 A.H. 


to see if he wants to continue? 

Twas quite happy that he was 
appointed in the first place and 
still will be if he accepts to re- 
sign for the next four years even 
though we didn’t qualify but 
Soccer Australia and David Hill 
are running around making 
statements every week about 
Terry this and Terry that when 
tight under our noses the one 
person who I feel would be a 
real catch is the now ex-Iranian 
coach Valdier Vierra, the coach 
who put us out of the Cup. 

He only had the Iranians for 
2-3 weeks (approx.) yet he got 
them through to the greatest 
sporting stage in the world. 

I agree with Johnny 
Warren's comments that if we 
‘want to be regarded as one of 
the best we must associate our- 
selves with the best and no-one 
can argue against the Brazilian 
way in football, They lead the 
way in all areas and I believe 
that with his influence and con- 
tacts we would be exposed to 
some of the best countries and 
teams from the world. 

I do not have a gripe with 
Venables, but the time has come 
to put an end to the charade that 
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SA are putting on by chasing 
him all over the place and trying 
to get his commitment. Let's 
kick on to the next stage, which 
iis organising our Olyroos to win 
the gold medal, not just be com- 
petitive but to win. 

We have the players, now we 
need a knowledgable and expe- 
rienced coach who is committed 
to live and breath Aussie foot- 
ball, not a person who is sitting 
‘on the fence hoping that maybe 
a better offer will come along, 

W. White 
‘Lurnea, NSW 
*email letter 


Editor's note: 

If you had been listening to 
media reports, no offer has been 
put on the table from SA for 
Venables to consider. 

As regards a “knowledgable 
coach’, I don’t think they come 
with much more insight into the 
came that this man, However, 
surely the coach of the national 
side must be in Australia for at 
least the length of the domestic 


season? 


Dear Sir, 

First of all let me thank 
you for the information you 
give us about soccer every 
week, especially the South 
American page, the one I like 
to call my own. 

In your edition Vol 19, 
No.862 of Tuesday, January 
27 1998, you printed the sta- 
tistics of all the international 
matches played by Argentina, 
think I may have spotted a 
couple of minor errors, firstly 
with Denmark, which it is 
stated has never been beaten 
by Argentina, 

I checked my records, 
which date from 1901-1991, 
and on June 17, 1966, in a 
friendly match in 
Copenhagen, the score fin- 
ished Argentina 2 Denmark 0. 
And in another game, this 
time in Buenos Aires, the 
teams were locked at 1-1 with 
Argentina winning on penal- 
ties. 

The other mistake, which I 
believe is a misprint, is 
against Chile. The legend has 
it as: P68 W46 DI7 L51, 
surely the last figure should 
be L5? 


I would also like to men- 
tion the coverage of ‘On The 
Ball’ on SBS TV, It has gone 
from an hour to around 20 
minutes on a Friday night. 1 
cannot believe this is a good 
idea, 


Update 


In the countries of Europe 
and South America, for exam- 
ple, they have more than 20 
minutes of football on TV, 
besides which, other TV sta- 
tions in Australia do not men- 
tion anything about the game 
unless it’s after 10.30pm at 
night, when most children are 
sleeping. 

SBS, give us back our one 
hour and try to involye the 
crowds in your cameras a bit 
more, Let the fans do a bit of 
talking at the gates, it happens 
in England and Italy etc. 

And my pick for the World 
Cup: either France, Spain, 
Argentina, Germany or Italy. 

The European Cup will be 
won by the team that beats 
Real Madrid, the Cup 
Winners Cup will go to 
England or Spain and the 
UEFA Cup to Spain or Italy. 

J, Muscat 
Melbourne, Vie 


Editor's note: 

Mario Etchart, our South 
American correspondent, will 
look into the points you've 
raised and as for the “LS1’, it 
was indeed a ‘typo’, some~ 
thing that happens in all the 
good publications from time 
to time. Allow me to pass on 
the thanks of the ABSW staff 
for the comments made. 


Sadly In 


Agreement 


Dear Sir, 

Tam writing in agreement 
with K, Demelim’s letter pub- 
lished in your January 27 issue, 

Although I do not support 
any particular NSL team, my 
family and I are fanatical sup- 
porters of the game itself, and 
will go out and watch a number 
of Ericsson Cup matches each 
season, but I also will not 
return to Parramatta Stadium 
because of the ‘supposed’ 
Sydney United fans and the 
way they conduct themselves. 

Is it any wonder that a club 
whose team performs so well 
struggle to bring in crowds of 
1,500 let alone the league aver- 
age of 5,000. 

1 also wonder which team 
some of these people would 
support if the Socceroos were 
playing an international match 
against Croatia? 

On a better note, I would 
appreciate it if you would allow 
me to notify any former players 
of Riverstone-Schofields Junior 
Soccer Club that may read your 
fine publication, that this will 
be our 25th anniversary season 
and if anyone would like to 
know more about the celebra- 
tions being organised, they may 
contact me on: (02) 9627 3350. 

Tt would be a pleasure to get 


together with some of the old 
Gunners again. . 
‘Thank you for all the excel- 
lent work that is put into your 
brilliant publication each week 
and please keep up the higher 
standards you have set, 


Editor's note: 

‘There are many who attend 

Parramatta Stadium who share 
your disdain. As was pointed 
‘out in my hypothetical scenario 
a couple of weeks back, the sad 
truth is that many fans do stay 
away because of this behaviour, 
not just with Sydney United, 
they are no worse than many 
others. Realistically, the board 
already accepts that changes 
must be made to secure 4 future 
for the club, it must embrace 
the community as a whole and 
not a smallish proportion there- 
in, 
It remains a shame that so 
few actually see the efforts of 
the players, and their coach 
Dave Mitchell, and the hard 
work these people are putting 
into creating some bright, 
attacking football. Tt will be no 
good bolting the door when the 
horse has bolted, 


Powerade Youtn League 


ROUND 


E 


NW DIVISION 


Wednesday 4 February 1998 
Preston 3 Heidelberg United 0 
Sunday 8 February 1998 
Bendigo 4 Keilor Park 3 
Geelong i Fawkner Blues t') 
Carlton 6 Albury Wodonga 0 
P Ww D L iE A Pts 
Carlton 8 6 0 2 32 11 18 
Geelong 8 6 0 2 22 13 18 
Preston 8 6 0 2 20 13 18 
Bendigo 8 4 1 3 21 18 13 
Fawkner B 8 4 0 4 16 18 12 
Keilor Park 8 3 0 5 14 23°69 
Mel Knights 8 2 2 4 18 ENogeal:} 
A Wodonga 8 2 0 6 14 22 6 
Heidelberg 8 1 1 6 8 2 4 
Wednesday 4 February 
Bulleen Inter Kings1 Vie Development Squad = 5 
Oakleigh 7 Eltham North 3 
Old Scotch/Wav 4 Springvale City Reds 8 
Sunday 8 February 
Caulfield North 1 East Richmond 3 
ie Ww D L a A Pts 
Springvale 8 Ue 1 0 67 11 22 
VSF D Sq 8 6 1 1 37 coe) 
E Richmond 8 6 1 1 24 12 419 
Old ScotchWav 8 4 1 3 27 20 1 
Bulinter Kings 8 4 (0) 4 31 19 12 
Caufield United 8 3 1 4 19 29° 10 
Oakleigh 8 2 0 6 20 40 6 
Caulfield North 8 1 oO 7 9 55 3 
Eltham North. 8 i) 1 % 13 53°64 
Wednesday 4 February 
Maroondah Arrows i Frankston Pines 1 
Springvale White Eagles 2 Cranbourne 2 
Moorabbin City 3 Bayside 0 
Latrobe 0 Chelsea 3 
(Forfeit) 
Sunday 8 February 
Newborough/Yallourn 1 Kingston City 5 
P Ww D L \3 A 
Kingston City 8 6 2 0 23 8 
Mar'dah Arrows 8 6 1 d 22 6 
Moorabbin City 8 6 1 1 20 8 
Cranbourne 8 4 a 2 14 12 
Springvale WE 8 3 2 3 15 10 
Chelsea 8 2 1 5 12 21 
Frankston Pines 8 2 1 5 15 28 
N'rough/Yallourn 8 2 0 6 17 27 
Bayside 8 0 0 8 9 27 


STAN ‘THE MAN’ 
LAZARIDIS NETS WINNER 
FOR THE HAMMERS 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 0 WESTHAMUNITED 1 
Lazaridis (16) 


len Hoddle dashed away from St James’ Park ten minutes from time having 
seen a potential star of England’s World Cup campaign. 

‘Nineteen-year-old Rio Ferdinand gave a performance of such commanding author- 
ity that not even Alan Shearer could deny that this defender really did keep him in his 
pocket. 

Harry Redknapp could not contain his enthusiasm for the teenager he has com- 
pared to Bobby Moore and Franz Beckenbauer, 

“Rio was absolutely outstanding,” said the West Ham manager. “For a 19 year old 
he was magnificent. It’s up to Glenn whether he takes him to France this summer. 
But I'd take him. I'd take him anywhere because he's such a special talent.” 

Not so happy was Shaka Hislop, the Newcastle goalkeeper, who was called up to 
the England B squad for the first time last week but had no chance to impress the 
watching international manager. 

The reason? Kenny Dalglish dropped him after an 18 match run in which his form 
had been worthy of World Cup consideration, 

Dalglish explained that Hislop had exercised his right not to accept the club's 
contract offer so Newcastle had exercised their right to select a goalkeeper who was 
committed to the club for the next four years. 

The goalkeeper in question, namely Shay Given, found his first task of note was 
to pick the ball out of the back of the net after Stan Lazaridis had blasted it past him 
from 30 yards, 

Tn view of the distance of the shot there was some speculation about whether the 
6ft 6in Hislop might have reached it when Given, at 6ft, could only grope in vain, 
Dalglish, understandably, stood by his selection. “It was a magnificent strike and 
three goalkeepers wouldn't have reached it,” said the Scot. 

Once ahead, West Ham played with a resilience for which they are not noted far 
away from the familiar surroundings of Upton Park. 

New look Newcastle, including three recent signings, showed enough promise to 
suggest that once they are fully acquainted with each other, they can rise to a position 
in the table which their supporters demand. 

Newcastle's Gary Speed, signed for $12 million from Everton 24 hours earlier, 
displayed his power in the air and made an early surging run from midfield to set up a 
chance which Shearer, under pressure, lifted over the bar. 

Shearer's new strike partner, Andreas Andersson from AC Milan, looked particu- 
larly promising in a hard working skilful performance highlighted by a twisting 29th 
minute run which ended with a shot against the base of a goalpost. 

Iwas to be the only time Craig Forrest had reason to be alarmed. 

Teenage left back Andy Griffin, a $3 million capture from Stoke, also stepped 
onto the Premier League stage with a confidence that indicates he has a bright future. 

Yet for all Newcastle's overwhelming possession, they rarely looked like finding a 
way past Ferdinand and his resourceful defensive accomplice Ian Pearce. 

‘The Londoners might even have doubled their lead when Trevor Sinclair's clever 
through ball set up Paul Kitson with a chance to punish his former club. But the one~ 
time St James’ Park striker shot close enough to Given for the goalkeeper’s instine- 
tive reaction to beat the ball away. 

From that moment, in the 44th minute, West Ham retreated into their shell even 
though Redknapp had sent out a side bristling with pace and attacking intent. 

Apart from fielding two wingers they also had Lazaridis, normally a winger, at left 
back to combat the speed of Keith Gillespie. His goal was a welcome bonus. 

“{ wasn't surprised,” said Redknapp, “Stan's been doing that in training all week 
and I was just happy that he'd saved one for the match.” 

‘As West Ham clung on, their nerves were ested by the time Keeping of referee 
Uriah Rennie, who added seven and a half minutes play in the second half, mostly for 
alleged time-wasting. 

“] thought we were going to miss the flight home,” joked Redknapp. 

Happily the Hammers made it, having moved a step closer to a coveted place in 
the UEFA Cup and they showed their critics they can travel well. 


|, weak shot down low. 


North Group 


Central Coast 2 Ryde City 
(S. Sontag, S. Knight) 
Bonnyrigg WE 

(P. Ricardson 2) 
Blacktown City Demons 
(P. Bradley) 


Bankstown City Lions 
(J. Badrov) 
Parramatta Eagles 


South Group 


Eastern Suburbs 2 
(P. Pullicino, J. Melissourgos) 
St George Saints 1 
(A. Araujo) 

Canterbury Mville 2 
(G. Kategiannis 2) 


Macarthur Rams 
(E. Williams) 
Leichhardt Tigers 


‘Sutherland Sharks 


BLACKTOWN 
SEE KED 


lacktown City __trip to Fiji which included 
Demons’ new coach three hard games. 
‘Alex Robertson had ‘The Eagles’ best chance 


bitter sweet feelings after 
his first full match in 
charge, a 1-0 win over 
reigning Super League 
champions Parramatta 
Eagles at the Gabbie 
Stadium, 

This first round pre-sea- 
son cup clash saw the 
Demons hang-on grimly 
with just eight players, after 
Goran Vulic, Jay Anderson, 
and Jeff Suzor were all 
sent-off in a dramatic sec- 
ond half. 

Robertson was quick to 
praise his players, saying 
“we went right to end and 
held out, It was a good per- 
formance by those players 
still on field for the last ten 


‘came well into injury time, 
when they stretched the 
Demons defence, leaving 
Brett Kinnimont a shot 
from close-range which 
went wide thanks to a last 
ditch challenge by a 
Demons defender. 

Meanwhile, Paul 
Richardson again showed 
he will be a very valuable 
member to the Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles in 1988, with 
a double in their 2-1 in over 
Bankstown City Lions at 
the Serbian Centre, 

His second and decisive 
goal came just four minutes 
from normal time with 
scores locked a 1-1. 

He opened the scoring 


minutes.” ten minutes into the second 
Blacktown’s one and __ half but trialling player Joe 
the only goal of the Badroy equalised 
game came five saree for Bankstown 
minutes after UE with 2010 g0. 


the break, In the third 
thanks to a Pat SM LAMB match of the 
Bradley free-kick. North group, 


Central Coast accounted 
for newcomers Ryde City 
2-0 at Pluim Park, 

Two goals midway 
through the first half was 
enough to see the Coasties 
home on a very hot and 
humid evening. 

Stuart Sontag scored the 
first goal in the 19th 
minute, this was quickly 
followed by Shane Knight's 
goal two minutes later. 

In the South group, two 
Surprise results have really 
tumed a few heads. 

St George's 1-0 win over 
Leichhardt Tigers was a big 
upset, with Tigers reject 
from 1997 Alex Araujo net- 
ting the only goal of the 
game in the second half, 

Eastern Suburbs, the 
other newcomer to the 
Super League, beat big- 
spending Macarthur Rams 
2-1 at Lynwood Park, 

Peter Pullicino put Easts 


His low, hard shot 
from just outside the penal- 
ty area, embarrasingly crept 
straight through Eagles 
keeper Jason Holmes’ legs, 

After a fairly uneventful 
first-half, which saw little 
goalmouth action, the sec- 
ond opened up with 
Parramatta’s Saso Petrovski 
getting clear in the box. 
However, from an acute 
angle his shot was well 
saved by Demons keeper 
Fernando Greco, 

Bradley's goal then 
promised to open things up 
and Petroyski was again 
denied by Greco, saving his 


Eagles were then given a 
lifeline when Vulic 
received his marching 
orders for a bad tackle on 
‘Andrew Dowling. 

Spurred on by the extra 
man, the Eagles pushed for- 
ward with Mauricio Islas 


forcing a great saye from ahead on the half hour with 
Greco with the goal at his a well taken goal, holding 
mercy. that lead to half-time. 


One of Macarthur’s 
major signings, Eric 
Williams, put his side on 
level terms midway through 
the second half, setting up a 
great finish. 

Play switched from end 
to end as they searched for 
didn’t end there through a winner but it was another 
and with ten minutes to go new <recruit, Jim 
Suzor was sent-off for an  Melissourgos that scored 
unnecessary challenge, Easts’ winner with ten min- 
leaving his side in dire utes remaining. 
straights. In the final match of the 


Minutes later Anderson 
was given his red card by 
Brad McKay for a second 
yellow card offence. Most 
thought it was only a matter 
of time before the Eagles 
hit back. 

Blacktown’s troubles 


However, the Demons group, Canterbury 
defence worked hard and Marrickville proved too 
Parramatta’s attack was strong for Sutherland 
very much uneventful, a Sharks witha 2-0 win. 


result of their week long 
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CITY 


Coach - John NYSKOHUS 


(HOME GAMES IN CAPITALS) 


ADELAIDE 


Versus FA Scorers Home Away 
perth glory 4-1 Trajanovski 22, Mori 53, Brooks 68,76 17,675 
SYD UTD 0-2 5,737 
cariton 13 Mori 35 5,157 
canberra 21° Sabljak 15, Trajanovski 67 2,005, 
BRISBANE 10 = Mori 32 4,988 
olympic 10 Mori 81 2,902 
MARCONI 50 Gibson 7,47, Mori 25,65,76 5,045 
GIPPSLAND 3-0 Armour 34, Brooks 37, Menillo 48 3,409 
sth melb 14 Mori 29p 10,684 
STHMELB 3-1_~—- Brooks 28, Baser 710g, Mori 84 6,100 
NEWCASTLE 4-0 Mori 28,73,84, Brooks 37 3,000 
wollongong 1-2 Tobin 25p. 7,604 
ad sharks 1-1 Brooks 15 10,056 
PERTH Oo 4,607 
sydney utd 1-0 Mori 44 3,355, 
CARLTON 1-1 Hassell 71 4,605, 


Totals: Home = 37,491 Away = 59,416 Grand Total = 96,907 
Averages: Home = 4,186 Away = 7,427 Overall = 6,056 


“DENOTES KEEPERS 
* - DENOTES NOT APPLICABLE 
Player Apps Sub Goals 
J Petkovic* 16 5 = 
B Armour 16 > 1 
M Ivanovic 13 : - 
A Tobin 14 E 1 
A Costanzo 16 Zl 
D Mori 15 ¢ 12 
D Menillo i) 3 1 
J Gibson 16 et 2 
K Trajanovski 16 “ 2 
K Salapasidis 4 2 . 
§ Thomas 16 : 
M Yates 5 8 C 
M Brooks 5 10.. 5 
Ny Sabljak Ceaahy ies 
M Brazzale S a * 
TPodd < 7 . 
Bee 8 4 I Jason Petkovic 
(Plus one own goal for) 
Milan Ivanovic 
Pascoe Vale/ABSW ‘Player of the Year 
Progress Chart 
(Up to and including Round 18) 
Damian Mori 14 
Kris Trajanovski 5 
John Gibson 5 
Jason Petkovic* 5 
Angelo Costanzo 4 
Mark Yates 4 
Nick Sabljak 2 
Michael Brooks 2 
Bradley Hassell 2 
Alex Tobin 2 
Bradley Armour 1 
Kosta Salapasidis 1 


ADELAIDE 
SHARKS 


Coach - Adrian SANTRAC 


Versus FA Scorers 

newcastle 24 Cardozo 44p, Castro 85 
OLYMPIC 3-1 Borghetto 45, Day 70, 

Cardozo 90 

marconi 0-2 

CANBERRA 3-0 Day 29, Cardozo 52,61 
GIPPSLAND 1-0 Day52 

sthmelb 1-4 Cardozo 81p 
W'LONGONG 3-1 Cardozo 13,57, Tsekinis 21 
perth glory 2-2 Cardozo 66, Artone 74 
SYD UTD 1-2 Cardozo 41 

carlton 1-1 Cardozo 89 

brisbane = 0-2 

KNIGHTS 2-1 ~— Cardozo 20, Borghetto 90 
mel Knights 0-1 

NEWCASTLE 3-1 Cardozo 51,57, Artone 90 
ADCITY 1-1 Day59 

uts olympic 0-5 

MARCONI = 0-2 

canberra 0-1 
(HOME GAMES IN CAPITALS) 


Versus F-A 


Home Awsy || sTHMEL 05 6,112 
3,765 “ wollongong!-O —_‘T.Cranney 14 4,568 
* PERTH Ol 4,502 
4,239 sydney utd 1-2 S.Cranney 16 4,625 
3,655 a CARLTON 0-1 5,070 
eee adcity 0-1 4,988 
% 4,997 canberra 1-2 Knipe 83 2,008 
4114 if KNIGHTS 1-2 — Laybutt 12 4,008 
2 17,030 newcastle 2-1 Brown 28, Farina 53 2,200 
400 x! OLYMPIC 1-0 Brown 39 3,478 
5400 709 || marconl O41 4,027 
3, 455 SHARKS 2-0 — Harper 35p, Brown 72p 3,758 
5500s gippsiand 0-1 3,215 
4 3,500 GIPPSLANDI-2 Brown 46 4,050 
2,410 .: sth melb -1-5 Brown 27 7,827 
10, 056 W'GONG 2-1 — T.Cranney 2, Stanton 770g 5,583 
_ perth glory 3-1 Meredith 22, Laybutt 62, T, Cranney 89 
2,498 13,341 
2,581 is 
i SYDUTD 03 4,008 


2472 


“DENOTES 


Player 

N Wildy* 4 

P Pezos 10 
AKuzmanovic 16 
B Milosevic 13 
C Kokkinoplitis 11 
F Tibaldi 1 
R Alagich 2 

C Artone 13 
N Day 13 
P Cardozo 13 
A Borghetto 5 

A Castro 17 
J Cutillo 5 

Misailidis 7 

F Mikuletic* 15 
J Tsekinis 13 
B Da Silva 11 
A landiorio 1 

P Olivieira 10 
J Perin 3 
J Triarte 4 
G Kollias 5 

D Miller* 1 


LHristodoulou 1 


Pablo Cardozo 
Corey Artone 
dim Tsekinis 
Alex Castro 
Branko Milosevic 
Bigu Da Silva 
Nathan Day 

Alex Kuzmanovic 
Paul Pezos 
Frank Tibaldi 


- DENOTES NOT APPLICABLE 


(Up to and including Round 18) 


Totals: Home = 37,697 Away = 45,902 Grand Total = 83,599 
Averages: Home = 4,122 Away = 5,100 Overall = 4,644 


KEEPERS 


PRR NNONN:) VUE VE RE 


Pascoe Vale/ABSW ‘Player of the Year’ 


Progress Chart 


Player 

C Bolton’ 
GGwynne 14 
C Williams 7 
N Meredith 
F Farina 

T Cranney 
ABrayshaw 4 
C Hews 
S Laybutt 
B Ditton 1 
AHarper 1 
RBrown 1 
M Battistin 4 
J Harris 5 
APacker 8 
SCranney 11 
M Bell 8 
W Knipe 3 
G Ross* 3 
G Blackford 3 


BU NNUUAD I= 
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Glenn Gwynne 
Troy Cranney 
Rod Brown 
Clint Bolton* 
Andy Harper 
Chay Hews ~ 
Kasey Wehrman 
Nick Meredith 
Graham Ross* 
Wayne Knipe 
Gary Blackford 


WN ANNSURN) FH] es 


Coach - Frank FARINA 


CZoricich 9 53 
K Wehrman 5 2 
(Plus one own goal 


Heer nyUrUoOT 


Scorers 


(HOME GAMES IN CAPITALS) 

Totals: Home = 38,369 Away = 46,797 
Grand Total = 85,166 

Averages: Home = 4,262 Away = 5,192 

Overall = 4,732 


"DENOTES KEEPERS 
- DENOTES NOT APPLICABLE 
Apps Sul 


ib Goals 
1 = Z 


ve we 


for) 


Pascoe Yale/ABSW Player of 
the Year’ Progress Chart 


(Up to and including Round 18) 


Away 


Troy Cranney 


CANBERRA 
COSMOS 


Coach - Branko CULINA 


Versus 
SYD UTD 
marconi 
CARLTON 
ad sharks 
‘AD CITY 
gippsiand 
BRISBANE 
sth melb 
KNIGHTS 


FA 
13 
0-2 
15 
03 
1-2 
0-0 
2-1 
1-1 
1-1 


wollongong 0-8 
NEWCASTLE 1-1 


perth glory 1-1 
uts olympic 1-1 
OLYMPIC 8-1 
syd utd 1-4 
MARCONI 0-2 
carlton 0-2 
SHARKS 10 


*DENOTES KEEPER 


- DENOTES NOT APPLICABLE 


Spee Sub Goals 


CANS, 
sae Player 
Cosmos P Jones* 
P Dee 
A Roberts 
A Moric 
Scorers Home Away R Moreno 
Buljan 67 5,500 N Kelly 
4,530 James 
Musitano 68 3,505 M Musitano 
3,655 T Lemezina 
Musitano 90 2,005 D Wingell 
2,100 A Ravanello 
Zelic 47, Brown 89 2,008 P Buljan 
James 44 4,200 L Wilson 
Buljan 68 2,500 T Haythomthwaite 
3,868 I Zelic 
Moric 45, 1,573 T Popovich 
Zelic 65 12,174 ™M Perinovic 
Buljan 40 4,638 D Brown 
Moric 5,68, Wilson 37, T Giannasca* 
Buljan 41,58,63, Prenzoski 72,89 3,063 G Hunter 
Buljan 78 3,878 ‘| Prenzoski 
3,547 B Smith* 
2,476 7 Morgan 
Hunter 75, 2,472 


HOME GAMES IN CAPITALS 
Totals: Home = 23,973 Away = 41,519 Grand Total = 65,492 
Averages: Home = 2,664 Away = 4,613 Overall = 3,637 


PL saturday February 14 


2.00 Everton 3.25 
2.60 Sheffield Wed 3.25 
2.00 Tottenham 3.25 
FA CUP Friday February 13 

1.60 Sheffield Utd 3.25 
Saturday February 14 

1.80 Aston Villa 3.20 
1.40 Leeds Utd 3.25 
1.20 Newcastle 4.50 
2.40 West Ham Utd 3.10 
1.60 Wimbledon 3.25 
Sunday February 15 

1.14 Man United 5.50 
1.40 Arsenal 3.75 


Derby County 
Liverpool 
Leicester 


Reading 


Coventry 
Birmingham 
Tranmere Rovers 
Blackburn Rovers 
Wolverhampton 


Barnsley 
Crystal Palace 


3.00 
2.20 
3.00 


5.50 


3.50 
6.50 
11.00 
2.60 
4.25 


15.00 
6.00 


1 


,ONRKRUUNUNS OUR 4 


11 


SportOddas 


Bet on Soccer just hy 


Pascoe Vale/ABSW 


Seal Re RONG etd: ht MRSS ca, syne GA 


Dale Wingell 


‘Player of the Year’ 
Progress Chart 


(Up to and including Round 18) 


Ivan Zelic 
Gordon Hunter 
Tom Haythornthwaite 
Linsay Wilson 
Paul Dee 

Ante Moric 

Tony Giannasca 
Peter Buljan 
Andrew Ravanello 
Toplica Popovich 
Michael Musitano 


VNUUUUEE EIT 


Michael Musitano 


START YOUR OWN 
SOCCER 
CLUB 


Ks 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
ARE INVITED FROM ANY GROUP 


WISHING TO PLAY AMATEUR SOCCER IN 
METROPOLITAN MELBOURNE. 


COMPETITIONS ARE CONDUCTED IN 19 
DIVISIONS ON SUNDAYS BOTH AM AND PM. 
CLUBS FROM INDUSTRY, EDUCATION 
INSTITUTES, REGIONAL CLUBS & 
ETHNIC SOCIAL CLUBS CURRENTLY PLAY 
IN THE COMPETITIONS. 

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL: 
THE AMATEUR SOCCER 


FEDERATION OF VICTORIA ON 


® (03) 9528 2955 


BEAUMARIS SOCCER 
CLUB INC. 


WANTED 


HEAD OF JUNIOR COACHING & 
A SENIOR TEAM Coach 
Minimum Levet 2 WITH EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
SEND RESUMES 10: TONY BRATT 
PO Box 6055, Cromer, Vic. 3193 
Atso ReouireD; (Boys & Giris) 
Juntor Prayers U/7-U/15 
‘SNR & O/35 VETERANS 
RecistRation DAY: FRIDAY 
Feeruary 27 
4-6:70PM 
Rear oF Community Centre, RESERVE ROAD, 
BEAUMARIS 
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SOCCER CLUB 


Coach - Eddie KRNCEVIC 


Versus F-A Scorers 
| PERTH 2-1 D Cervinski 6, Allsopp 57 
SYDUTD 1-1 — Lapsansky 45 
canberra 3-1 _Anthopoulos 19, 
Lapsansky 49, Allsopp 60 
AD CITY 3-1 J Markovski 25,65, Viahos 84 
brisbane 1-0 Vlahos 26 
KNIGHTS 1-1 Atkinson 56 
newcastle 0-0 
OLYMPIC 0-1 
marconi 2-1 Casserly 80g, J Markovski 26 
SHARKS 1-1 _ Vlahos 47 
gippsland 0-0 
STHMEL 2-5  Grella 8, Colosimo 78 
wollongong 1-3 J Markovski 90 
WGONG 1-0 J Markovski 
perth glory 0-0 
syd utd 1-1 Lapsansky 40 
COSMOS 2-0 J Markovski 54, Allsopp 68 
ad city 1-1 _ Lapsansky 3 


(HOME GAMES IN CAPITALS) 


*DENOTES KEEPER 
- DENOTES NOT APPLICABLE 
Player Apps Sub Goals 
D Anastasiadis* 18 E S 
R Trajkovski 15 . 
M Stergiopoulos 15 3 : 
S Douglas 18 - 
€ Anthopoulos 16 : 1 
K Marusic 12 1 : 
D Allsopp 5 ll 3 
L Lapsansky 12 2 3 
A Viahos 15 2 3 
V Grella 13 3 1 
D Cervinski (ul 2 h 
J Markovski 14 1 6 
B Bacak 2 9 : 
M Atkinson: 16 1 1 
A Vargas 1 4 - 
$ Colosimo 9 2 1 
A Hunter 4 2 - 
D Grbac " 1 . 
S Della Rocca is 4 
M Bresciano 2 . 
A Josefovski ® 1 
(Plus two own goals for) 


an roe 


Pascoe Vale/ABSW ‘Player of 
Progress Chart 


(Up to an including Round 18) 


z 


John Markovski 
Robert Trajkovski 
Dean Anastasiadis* 
Marcus Stergiopoulos 
David Cervinski 
Lubo Lapsansky 
Sean Douglas 
Mark Atkinson 
Simon Colosimo 
Daniel Allsopp 
Kresimir Marusic 
Branko Bacak 
Andy Viahos 


PNNNUUWAPUAB DT 


Kresimir Marusic 


Home 
5,897 
4,279 


Away 


5,505 
5,137 
5,070 
6,057 
3,284 
3,105 
5,586 
2,709 
4,125 
10,652 
6,256 
2,000 
14,687 
3,535 
2,500 
4,605 


Total: Home = 42,316 Away = 48,429 Grand Total = 90,745 
Averages: Home = 4,702 Away = 5,381 Overall = 5,041 


the Year’ 


GIPPSLAND 
FALCONS 


Coach - Frank AROK 


Versus PA 
mel knights 1-0 
N'CASTLE 1-1 
uts olympic 0-3 
MARCONI 0-1 
adsharks 0-1 
COSMOS 00 
STHMEL 1-1 
wollongong 0-2 
PERTH 21 
sydutd Il 
CARLTON 0-0 
ad city 0-5 
BRISBANE 1-0 
brisbane 2-1 
KNIGHTS 1-2 
newcastle 5-1 
OLYMPIC = 5-2 
marconi 0-5 


Tony Sekulic 
Jim Kourtis* 
Doug Marcina 
Claudio Canosa 
Will Hastie 
Manny Gotis 
Archie Thompson. 
Joe Tricarico 
Clayton Bell 
Levent Osman 
Mark Foy 

Ziatko Mihajlovic 
John Hutchinson 


FAIRFIELD 


Coach - Zoran MATIC 


scorers ome AWey: Versus F-A Scorers Home Away 
Palamaras 73 3773 || mpc OF ree 
Caen S371 - COSMOS 2-0 Maloney 57,ZBabic74 4,530 
i 3,615 SHARKS 2-0  Awaritefe52,ZBabic 4,259 
3,935 e gippsland 1-0 Maloney 57 5,933 
a 4.216 STHMEL 2-2 Maloney54,Cae76 5,255 
2,100 i wollongong!-5. Care 77 5,733 
Hastie 28 5312 RT Soe 2828 
gage |) amie 1 Zorie 65 6,365 
Mihajlovic 42, Marcina 49 2,008 ere is epenere pees sie 
Bell 46 08 3,868 || BRISBANE 1-0 Maloney 19 4,027 
g 509 || mel knigts1-2 —Zoric 41 4,170 
me NCASTLE 2-1 — Awasitefe 15, Maloney 48 5,286 
Mihajlovic 25 3,215 newcastle 0-0 3,892 
hone 7490 nee 4,050 |) ouympic 1-1. Maloney 31 6,367 
ford = ata 50162 i canberra 2-0 — Maloney 52, Longo 36 3,547 
Ps ssaltas 63, Mac Nicol 82 2,888 ad sharks 2-0 Mendez 42, Renaud 49p 2,581 
Gotis 47, Marcina 52,59 2,604 FALCONS 50 ose cor, 2 BSED SE 


(HOME GAMES IN CAPITALS) 
Totals: Home = 31,251 Away = 33,891 Grand Total = 65,142 
Averages: Home = 3,472 Away = 3,766 Overall = 3,619 


Pascoe Vale/ABSW ‘Player of the Year’ 
Progress Chart 


(Up to and including Round 18) 


3,924 


Pascoe 


Luke Cassel 


Viado Zoric 


PrN yur 


the Year’ Progress Chart 


(Up to and including 
Round 18) 


Francis Awaritefe 
Ante Covic* 

Pan Keun-Kim 
Brad Maloney 


Gabriel Mendez 
Giuseppe Marino 


Christian Care 
Mike Gibson 


(HOME GAMES IN CAPITALS) 
Home = 40,622 Away = 42,271 


Grand Total = 82,895 


Averages: Home = 4,514 Away = 4,698 


Overall = 4,605 


"DENOTES KEEPER *DENOTES KEEPER 
- DENOTES NOT APPLICABLE - DENOTES NOT APPLICABLE 

Player Apps Sub Goals Player Apps Sub Goals 

J Kourtis* 16 = m ACovic® 13 - = 

C Bell 14-2 1 LCasserly 18 - 

M Gotis 17 2 1 C Care 12-6 2 

T Sekulic 14 1 Z DMcDonald10 2° - 

NPalamaras 12 1 1 BMaloney 17 - 6 

D Marcina 12 3 5 zBabic 14 1 4 

N Tsaltas i 1 I FAwaritele 13 1 5 

M Foy 17 © 1 BRenaud 18 - 1 

C Canosa 16 f 4 PSouris 9 1 > 

BMacNicol = 11 4 1 VZode SiG ionic, 

W Hastie 17 1 1 MLlamond 2 4 - 

AThompson 4 10 2 LTomich  - 9 

J Tricarico 4 5 3 QMarino 6 - 

LOsman 12 6 1 MQibson* 5 = 1 

P Bye: “ 5 ! MBabic 12 2 

Jtutchinson = 1 4 2 Dlongo 9 1 1 

Z Mihajlovic 11 a 2 MAnsaldi 3 2 

B Mitroulas = 8 C T Palapanis - 2 

Hi Giminez - 2 c Clayton Bell GMendez 10 - 

B Jevdjevic* 2 = PK Kim 8 ri Darren McDonald 
My Cuylenberg 1 7 = 


Vale/ABSW ‘Player of 


Re RNUPENID 


ly 
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All stats compiled by 
Micky Br cdl 


Vlado Zoric 


again go into the break in a 


By Phil Murphy strong position with their 
supporters confident they can 
finish in the top six, 

WOLVES V ‘Theodorakopoulos believes 

9 he had learned a valuable 
SOUTH KOREA? jesson from ast season. 


He said there was a short 
break last week but the 
players would maintain their 
intensity over the remaining 
two weeks, 

“We are a very good 
chance to could play a game 
against the South Korean team 
here for the Optus series in 
Wollongong,” Theodorako- 
poulos said. 

“That would be a very good 
hit-out for my players. 

“We have a shorter break 
than most teams because we 
have a deferred game against 
Adelaide City in Adelaide next 


‘olves coach Nick 
‘Theodorakopoulos 
will have the odd 


sleepless night before the 
Ericsson Cup resumes, 

He is no doubt hoping 
history doesn’t repeat itself. 

Last season the Wolves 
were one of the form teams in 
the league and were in third 
place before the mid-season 
break. 

Up to that stage Wollongong 
had looked a certainty to make 
the play-offs. 

Unfortunately they didn’t 


succeed, week (Wednesday), 

‘They resumed from the break “That will be very important 
against high-flying Sydney and we are confident of a win. 
United at Brandon Park and the “However, I won't be too 
clash attracted a ground record disappointed if the boys come 


of more than 10,000 fans. 

It is now history that 
United outclassed the Wolves 
4-1 and the team from the 
NSW South Coast never 
recovered, 

‘They were on the slippery 
dip and lost any chance of 
making the play-offs, 

This season the Wolves 


Mystery Player 


up with four points out of six 
from the Adelaide City- 
Sydney Olympic double.” 

The game against Olympic 
is at Brandon Park on Sunday 
week. 

‘The coach said his players 
have to keep picking up points 
to keep the momentum going. 


GK; travelling the European Leagues? 


Wollongong have nine 
games to play and 
Theodorakopoulos believes 
they need to gain 11 points 
out of 27 to finish on 39 to 
make the play-offs. 

“We have a goal and could 
even get in with 38 points,” he 
said, 

“Tt isn’t a big ask but the 
pressure is going to be on 
every week from now on. 

“There is the prospect of 
injuries and suspensions and 
we have already lost Neil 
Harlock and Michael Reda 
with long-term injuries. 

“T have two of my key 
players on three yellow cards 
at the moment. 

“We don’t have a big squad 
compared to some other 
clubs.” 

The break will benefit one 
or two Wolves player who 
have been carrying injuries. 

Alvin Ceccoli and Matt 
Horsley are in that category. 

Both have been battling on 
when they should have taken 
a break, but Theodor- 
akopoulos was short of 
players. 

The rest should have both 
players back at their best for 
the crunch game against 
Adelaide City. 


RANKINGS RUIN 
GAME’S FUTURE 


here is suddenly an 

obsession in the world 
about rankings. As in 
FIFA’s ranking list of the 
world’s national teams. 

It’s an obsession or pre- 
‘occupation which, in my view, 
is already having damaging 
effects on the game, including 
the Australian game. 

‘There is a theory around 
which suggests that the higher 
you are on the ranking list, the 
more you are worth and the 
more you can charge in match 
fees. You will get invited to 
more tournaments and you 
may even be seeded more 
favourably in the World Cup. 

Much of that of course is 
poppycock. The World Cup 
seedings are not based on the 
FIFA rankings list but on your 
World Cup record, record in 
other tournaments and how 
you qualified. And there is no 
evidence yet that teams have 
charged more or have been 
more readily invited to 
tournaments purely because 
they are ranked higher. 

But the danger is the belief 
that rankings are more 
important than they actually 
are. And because movement 
on the rankings list is 
dependent upon match results, 
whether they are friendlies or 
not, the danger is that too 
much importance is placed on 
a match and long-term 
planning becomes the 
sacrifice. 

No better example of this is 
the current Socceroo squad, 
eyen though none of the 


= 


‘a> 
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By Dane Skafte 


BREAKERS’ 
SIGNING 


he Newcastle Topper 

Breakers have signed 
2-year old attacking 
midfielder Leo Langone to 
strength the squad for the 
remainder of the Ericsson 
Cup season. 

The Australian-based 
Argentinian player recently 
moved to Newcastle from 
Canberra to win a place in the 
Newcastle side. 


YY Torr 


Langone played his first 
match in Newcastle recently 
when he scored a hat-trick 
against the Wollongong 
Wolves youth side. 

Breakers coach John 
Kosmina was quoted earlier 
last week as saying that 


Venables coaching staff have 
spoken about the need to 
protect Australia’s climb on 
the FIFA rankings list. Yet 
why is it that the squad has at 
least six players who have 
little or no hope of playing in 
the 2002 World Cup, the event 
for which Australia should 
now be building? 


Raul Blanco 
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John Kosmina: “We need every available body.” 


Langone would add depth to 
the squad once his fitness had 
improved. 

“At the present time we 

need every available body for 
the remainder of the Ericsson 
Cup season. 
“Midfielder David Hodgson 
has not played in the senior 
squad this season due to a ankle 
injury,” Kosmina added. 

And Peter Ritchie will miss 
the next two matches (Perth 
and Sydney United) because 
of suspension. 

The Breakers will resume 
training this Friday and will 
play a trial match against a 
Central Coast side on 


Raul Blanco said 
something at a recent press 
conference about the need to 
always field our best team in 
senior internationals. 

I beg to differ, What we 
need is proper preparation for 
the World Cup. Six over-age 
players means six younger 
players will be under-prepared 
come World Cup qualifier 
time. 

Six younger players are not 
getting their chance and the 
coach — that is if he still 
wants to be the coach in 2002 
— is not getting his chance to 
experiment, to try players 
under the unique pressures of 
international football. 

Ernie Tapai did the noble 
thing when he volunteered to 
retire from international duty 
after the Iran games, saying 
his place should go to a 
younger player. Other players 
weren't so noble and will 
hang in as long as they are 
picked. 

But ultimately it is not their 
fault. It is the fault of those 


Youre Breakers 
goalkeeper Brad 
Swancott was named last 
week to participate in the 
young Socceroos Under/20 
camp in Sydney from 
February 16 to 20. 

The 18-year old is highly 
regarded as a talented keeper 
with a huge future in the 
Ericsson Cup competition, 

His main competition for 
the starting place in the squad 
will come from in-form 


Wolves keeper Adam 
Brodbeck, who has been 
outstanding all year, 

kak 


who pick them and those who 
believe, mistakenly, that the 
rankings actually mean 
something. 

And besides, — what 
credibility do these rankings 
actually have? When Australia 
beat Mexico so convincingly 
in Saudi Arabia in the 
Conferations Cup, we were 
ranked 32 while Mexico was 
ninth. Now Task you... 


Qo00 


OUTLAW 
SLIDE TACKLE 


uninho, that nippy little 

Brazilian genius, it seems 
is now out of the World 
Cup, thanks to a vicious foul 
from behind in a Spanish 
league match. 

In recent years there has 
not been a more vivid 
example of what FIFA’s 
clampdown on brutal play has 
been about. And how 
necessary it has been. 

FIFA general secretary 
Sepp Blatter, currently 
maligned by those who are 
alarmed by the prospect that 
he could roll UEFA chief 
Lennart Johannsen in a race 
for the FIFA presidency, has 
always been a champion 
proponent of new laws or new 
interpretations of the laws 
designed to protect skilled ball 
players. 

He was laughed at only a 
couple of months ago when he 
was quoted suggesting that the 
tackle should be outlawed. 

He was misquoted of 
course. What he suggested 
was that the sliding tackle 


SYDNEY 
a! 


SocceR cous 


Ree striker Clayton 
*Clacka’ Zane could still 
head overseas before the end 
of the year, despite signing a 
three-year contract with 
Northern Spirit. 

Zane’s manager was trying 
to organise a trial match for 
him with Swiss club 
Grasshoppers Zurich. 

His contract with Northem 
Spirit contains a release clause 
allowing him to leave if he 
signs with an overseas club 
before July 31, 

Zane’s contract with the 
Spirit is believed to be three 
times more than he was being 
paid by the Breakers. 


Clayton Zane: To 
Switzerland? 


should be outlawed. 

And I agree with him, 
There is a school of thought 
that says every sliding tackle 
is a foul, There is something 
in that, All sliding tackles are 
made from behind or from an 
angle which leaves the player 
with the ball unsighted, 

As such the player with the 
ball cannot protect himself 
from the challenge. 

He cannot evade it or pull 
out of it. In just about all 
instances of the sliding tackle 
the player with the ball is 
tripped, whether the tackler 
wins the ball or not, As such it 
is dangerous. 

That's what Blatter is on 
about and the Juninho tragedy 
vindicates him. In Juninho’s 
case, the assailant was 
actually attempting a sliding 
tackle from behind as the 
explosive Brazilian 
accelerated away from him. 
The tackler was dreadfully 
Jate and caught Juninho on the 
back of the ankle, studs first. 


The Brazilian reportedly 
broke down in tears when told 
by doctors that his ankle was 
broken and it wouldn’t mend 
in time for the World Cup. 


W 
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ST. ALBANS 2 
BENTLEIGH 0 


By John Rigas 


it, Albans Saints upset title 
favourites Bentleigh 
Greens in a tough contest at 
Churchill Reserve on Sunday. 

St. Albans’ new recruit, Kon 
Sianidis, a striker from Western 
Suburbs, scored a double, one in 
each half, to bury Bentleigh. 
Sianidis was well supported by 
Ollie Pondeljak and Harry Karl, 

Bentleigh had the first 
opportunity after ten minutes 
when captain Stelios Drakos 
had his powerful strike well 
saved by Marjan Vunder! in the 
Saints goal. 

Eight minutes later Pondeljak 
supplied Sianidis with a perfect 
cross and he headed home from 
close range, 

Bentleigh slowly crept back 
into the game and were unlucky 
not find the back of net, the only 
thing that stopped the ‘Green 
Machine’ was Vunderl. 

Bentleigh’s John Papettas 
had a great chance tured away 
in the 56th minute when 
Vunderl denied the visitors 
again. 

Sianidis completed the 
scoring when his second goal 
arrived after Karl headed 
against the crossbar — the 
ball rebounding to him who 
headed home in the 80th 
minute. 

Saints: Vunderl, 
P.Trupkovic, Raspudic, Cuze, 
Magdic, Colina, Razoy, 
Pelja(I.Rados),  Vukadin 
(J.Kozic), Sianidis, Pondeljak, 

Greens: Clarke, Kotsovolos, 
Micheil, McDonagh, 
Constantinou, Drakos, Rossios, 
Kourkoutzelis, Papettas, Spence 
(Feehan), Charalambous (Oter), 

Votes: 3 - Sianidis (STA), 2- 
Vunderl (STA), 1- Drakos 
(BQ), 


PORT MELB 1 HEIDELBERG 0 
BULLEEN 2 SUNSHINE 1 
By Dwyght Tuffnell By Dwyght Tuffnell 


rt Melbourne lost its 

third straight game on 
Friday night, this time to 
Bulleen Inter Kings. 

After recruiting strongly in 
the off-season, the Sharks have 
failed to make an impact so far, 

They were behind just a 
minute after the kick-off. 
‘Anthony Barbieri’s cross was 
headed in at the far post by 
Danny Gnjidie. 

Paul Della Rocca came close 
five minutes later, shooting 
against the post from a Robert 
Stojcevski free-kick. 

Bullen were well on top and 
further efforts from Eric 
Hollingsworth should have seen 
them increase their half-time 
lead. He hit the bar after 56 
minutes and substitute David 
Tebbiano struck the post with a 
header shortly after, 

‘The Kings were rewarded for 
their domination in the 71st 
minute with a second goal from 
Gnjidic. 

Port gave themselves a sniff 
with a goal five minutes from 
time when Carlo Mason headed 
in from a Jim Latinopoulos free. 

Deep into injury-time both 
Pat Giaccherini and, Agim 
Sherifovski were sent-off after 
an off-the-ball incident. 

Sharks: Frangos, Tsirtsakis, 
Sonsini, Tsiakos, Caimakamis, 
Vargas, Temos (Strapelias), 
Giaccherini, Latinopoulos, 
Mason, Tyrikos. 

Kings: Keogh, Valentic 
(Catalano), Stojcevski, Everetts, 
Della Rocca, Mazzini, 
Atanasovski, Barbieri (Grbac), 
Hollingsworth (Iebbiano), 
Gnjidic, Sherifovski. 

Votes: 3- Gnjidic (BK), 2- 
Everetts (BK), 1- Vargas (PM). 


Bulleen Inter Kings 
Fawkner Blues 
‘Thomastown Zebras 

St Albans Saints 
Springvale White Eagles 
Sunshine Georgies 


Altona Magic 

Green Gully Cavaliers 
South Dandenong 
Bentleigh Greens 
Preston Lions 
Moorabbin City 

Port Melbourne Sharks 
Heidelberg United 


WOUUUWUNEBOWEUED 


Scooe eRe Keen RR RPHRHNSs 
Sosbannnanganr® 


(Hanna), L.Caffrey. 


Rocea (BK) 


ROUND 2 UPDATE | 


Bullen Inter Kings 2 (Gnjidic 2) - Moorabbin City 0 

Kings ; Keogh, Valentic, Stojcevski, Everetts, Della 
Roca (Tarevski), Mazzini, Catalano, Barbieri (Iebbiano), 
Gnjidic, Sherifovski, Hollingsworth. 

Moorabbin : McLaren, Graham, Caniglia, Marley, Davis, 
Scrobogna, Colosimo (Armour), Leopold, Costa, B.Caffrey 


Votes : 3- Gnjidic (BK), 2- Catalano (BK), 1- Della 


i 


Hit United’s poor 
start to the season 
continued with a third 
consecutive loss at Olympic 
Village on Sunday, in this ease 
it was to Sunshine Georgies. 

Sunshine’s winner came in 
the 67th minute, a free-kick 
from Hija Dragicevic catching 
out Heidelberg keeper Nick 
Koletsas at the near post. The 
Georgies were the better side of 
a dour game, with chances at 
either end at a premium. 

Tt took until the 38th minute 
for a shot on target, Leigh 
‘Tsoumerkas’ header cleared off 
the line by Darren Byrne. 

Sunshine always looked the 
likely scorers and should 
probably have won by a greater 
margin. Heidelberg though, did 
have a chance to level eight 
minutes from full-time. 

‘Theo Alexiou's pass across 
goal took out Sunshine keeper 
Steve Wardle, but Jeff 


Stefanidis failed to find the net, 
thus blowing a golden 
opportunity, 


Georgies substitute, Alfonso 
Opazo, nearly scored a second 
for his side, striking the bar with 
a powerful shot from 25 metres. 

United: Koletsas, Hasler, 
Alexiou, Liapis, Tsoumerkas, 


Jugovic —_(P.Georgiadis), 
Vouloumanos, Nilo, 
G.Georgiadis, Harbis (Svigos), 
Stefanidis, 

Georgies: Wardle, Byrne, 
Krajacic, Kanesoulis, De Bono, 
Komadina (Opazo), Field, 
Gurpinar, Vassallo, Dragicevic, 
Magnacca. 

Votes: 3- Field (SG), 2- 
Magnacca (SG), 1- Dragicevic 
(SG). 


THOMASTOWN 3 
STH DANDENONG 1 


By John de Felice 


the boys from Partridge 

Reserve stole the limelight 
after an impressive 3-1 victory 
over South Dandenong. 

In the opening minute David 
Tacovitti had a shot on goal that 
needed a reflex save by South 
keeper Jason Dastey. In the 16th 
minute South Dandenong 
should have scored when Carlo 
Villani’s free-kick hit the post 
and rebounded to Justin Geri, 
‘whose attempt flew just wide. 

A Nick Cuculevski comer in 
the 27th minute was met by 
Tacovitti — his long-range effort 
was to hot to handle for Dastey 
— and Nick Lazarevski 
pounced to put the ball into the 

al, 


Within 30 seconds of the 
second half South equalised 
when Valinat Mucag crossed the 
ball towards Reshat Mezensof 


who headed the ball past 
Raponi. 

South Dandenong’s Alan 
Macinkovic fouled 
Thomastown’s George Jolevski 
in the 52nd minute, which 
resulted in a penalty, and 
Lazarevski put the Zebras back 
in the lead. 

Four minutes later 
Cuculevski’s clever through ball 
split the South Dandenong 
defence, which allowed George 
Slifkas to latch onto the ball and 
score the final goal of the game, 

Zebras: Raponi, Ardis, 
Jolevski, Nedanovski, Boschini, 
D.De Propetis (Lakovski), 
lacovitti, Slifkas, Lazarevski, 
Cuculevski, Lingurovski (V. De 
Propetis). 

South: Dastey, Zafirovski, 
Macinkovic, Rasimi, Geri, 
Parrott (Muriqi), May, Wright, 
Villani; Mezensof, Mucaj. 

Votes: 3- Ardis (TZ), 2- 
Cuculevski (TZ), 1- Villani 
(SD). 


PRESTON 3 
SPRINGVALE WE 0 


By Mian Nori 


Pee Lions recorded 

their first win of the 

season in convincing fashion, 

thrashing Springvale White 
3-0. 


After the White Eagles were 


on top in the opening twenty 
minutes, Preston took the lead 


Round 2: 


Bulleen Inter Kings 2 (Gnjidic 2) - Moorabbin City 0 


Round 3: 


and dominated from then on, 

The first goal came when 
Zoran Drogriski headed in 
Julian Ivanov's cross from the 
edge of the area (with Eagles 
goalkeeper Robert Brian 
seemingly asleep). He was at 
fault for the second goal too, 
when substitute Chris Emsovski 
caught him out with a free-kick 
after 55 minutes, 

Preston capped off their win 
three minutes from time with a 
penalty. Robert Marinkovic 
brought down Sasho Slavevski 
and Saso Markovski converted 


the spot kick, 

Lions: Acevski, Drogriski, 
Lisolajski, Ognenoyski, 
Bizimovski, Ivanov (Slavevski), 
A.Burlak (Emsovski), 
Ujgunovski,  Markovski, 
Kuzmanovski, M.Burlak 
(Talevski), 

White Eagles: Brian, 


Kitanovski, R.Marinkovic, 
M.Marinkovic, Calomino, 
Mladenovic, Nikolic (V.De La 
Plaza), Gacovski, Kozlica 
(Mihajlovic), Retre, Cvetkovski 
(Styczen). 


MOORABBIN 0 
ALTONA 3 


By George Koukeris 


‘oorabbin were handed 
their second straight 
defeat at the hands of last 
year’s champions Altona 
Magic at the Kingston Heath 


“Realthy Diet — “hy 1” 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Port Melbourne Sharks 1 (Mason) - Bulleen Inter Kings 2 (Gnjidic 2) 
Moorabbin City 0 - Altona Magic 3 (Rusmir, Becvinovski 2) 
Thomastown Zebras 3 (Lazarevski 2, Slifkas) - South Dandenong 1 (Mezensof) 
Heidelberg United 0 - Sunshine Georgies 1 (Dragicevic) 


St Albans Saints 2 (Sianidis 2) - Bentleigh Greens 0 


Preston Lions 3 (Drogriski, Emsovski, Markovski) - Springvale Whi 


PREMIER 


LEAGUE FIX’ 
Saturday February 14 


ida bru: 15 
Fawkner Blues v St Albans Saints - Smith Reserve - kick off 6.00pm 


Sunshine Georgies v Green Gully Cavaliers - Chaplin Reserve - kick off 6.00pm 
Springvale White Eagles v Moorabbin City - Serbian Sports Centre - kick off 6,00pm 


Monday February 16 
Bulleen Inter Kings v Thomastown Zebras - Veneto Club - kick off 8.50pm 


TURES 
1 


Bentleigh Greens v Preston Lions - Kingston Heath Soccer Complex - kick off 6.00pm 
South Dandenong v Heidelberg United - Ross Reserve - kick off 6.00pm 
Altona Magic v Port Melbourne Sharks - Paisley Park - kick off 8.00pm 


ite Eagles 0 


Soccer Complex on Sunday, 

Altona’s flying wingman 
Sayva Rusmir transformed a 
brilliant corner kick into a 
sensational goal. Goalkeeper 
Bruce McLaren helplessly 
looked on as the ball found the 
back of the net in the 20th 
minute, 

Altona had multiple scoring 
opportunities from a very 
organised midfield, which kept 
control of the ball to textbook 
standards. The consistency paid 
off just before the break, as Sash 
Becvinovski converted from the 
penalty spot to put the Magic 
24) ahead. 


Moorabbin duo David 
Colosimo and David Costa did 
their best with some spectacular 
cracks at goal. In the 82nd 
minute a corner kick from 
substitute John Sapazovski 
found Becvinoyski, and the 
skilful Magic player made no 
mistake from close range. 

City: McLaren, Graham, 
Caniglia, Armour, Marley, 
Scrobogna, Colosimo 
(Maitland), Leopold 
(Naughtin), Costa, L.Caffrey, 
B.Caffrey (Davis). 

Magic: McGrath, 
Vasilevski, Tasevski, Runje, 
Fak, Markovski, Rusmir, 
Micevski, Becvinovski, 
Madarovski (Velkovski), 
Petrevski (Sapazovski) 

Votes: 3- Becvinoyski 
(AM), 2- Rusmir (AM), 1- 
Colosimo (MC) 


IPASCOE 


VALE 


SporTSceNe 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
405 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 


PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


@ 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SporTSCENE 


—_——.- 
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BY JANENE 


ANSETT AUSTRALIA SUMIMER SERIES 
POOL B ROUND — CANBERRA 


THE KATRINA BOYD 
QUEENS 


SHOW! 


his match was a dead rubber ‘The final two goals came late, with .- . CT took the lead in the 11th minute and on the run, she nailed a superb 20 metre 

terms of points however this did _ Boyd completing her hat-trick, scoring 4 from a Lisa Casagrande penalty, then, drive, ACT had a good chance in stoppage 
not stop the NSWIS, and Katrina her second and her side’s third, with a with the game being played at a furious pace, time, but the efferfescent Casagrande missed 
Boyd in particular, putting ona dazzling solo run, and just three ACT doubled their lead in the 18th minute, the opportunity to win the game. 
show for their supporters. minutes later from a Taryn Rockall Breaking quickly out of defence, ACT fed 

National team player Julie Murray, corner, Yardin made the slightest of 3 the ball to Amy Wilson who, despite a solid ACTAS:Beattie, Bartlett, PC Hepperlin, 

27, scored first, in the 11th minute, _ flick-ons for Boyd, perfectly placed, to challenge, slipped the ball forward into the path Cooper, Foxhill, Wainwright, D Hepperlin, 
when she received a ball from, slam home for the : of the unmarked Danica Ralston. Amidst claims _ Wilson, Pele, Casagrande, Ralston. 
Katrina Boyd, left her marker} fourth and her third. j for offside, she slotted home from 12 metres, NSWIS:Kell, Tann-Darby, Clarke, Weston, 
behind (amidst claims of a| All in all a very ° Nevertheless NSW hit back in the 23rd  Golebiowski (Walsh 69), Rockall, Peters 
handball) before slotting home: minute, Anissa Tann-Darby's rocket long-range _ (Hewson 69), Garriock, Murray, Boyd. 
unchallenged from ten metres. free-kick hitting the crossbar, and three minutes 


NSW THE COMEBACK 


It an ensemble hl 1 ; afler the break they did get on the scoreboard. Pool B Final Points Ladder 
performance, with the likes of| : A floating comer by Taryn Rockall picked ou NSW 20 
Boyd, Murray and Peters tee : NSWIS: Kell, Tann-Darby, who headed high into the net, ACT 14 


leading the spectacle, Tann-Darby, Weston, ‘There was certainly no love lost between the #=NNSW7 
nevertheless, Northern were Davis, Yardin, _ rivals — ‘enthusiastic’ tackles were flying in. 


not Without their chances, but ieee Golebiowski (Walsh With four minutes remaining NSW eared | NSW and ACT progress to the 
they failed to convert thei 68), Hewson, Peters their equaliser in stunning fashion. A high ball Top Four Finals series, 
chances. (Rockall 46), Garriock, Murray, Boyd. towards goal was not cleared and it fell 


The sides went in at half-time with invitingly for midfielder Rockall, Unmarked 


just a goal separating them, however NNSW: Perrett, Richards, Powell, 
HINDMARSH SPECTACULAR! 


the second goal arrived for NSW in the Starr, MvGovern, Randall, Youman, 
STARS AND CLASS SOCCER 


62nd minute when a great through ball Diamond, Palozzi (Berrance 11) Katrina Boyd: Scored a hat-trick 
A brilliant weekend of Soccer and the game features Australia’s legendary players 


from deep found Boyd, and with the (Iserief 70), Walsh, James (Marshall and Julie Murray (inset) scored 
defence caught square, she finished 55). the first for NSWIS 

entertainment is in store for all you Craig Johnston, ex-Liverpool, and former 
Jucky South Australians. Socceroo skipper Paul Wade, plus national 


expertly from about 20m. 
The Pool A games will be played in the team coach Greg Brown (no heckling please!) 
Ansett Summer Series, with SA playing Vic at among others, 
the Hindmarsh stadium on Friday (Feb 13) And of course the feast is finished off with 
Kicking off at 7pm, Should be a cracker. the Terry ved Socceroos playing 
. i y st ic and y World Cup qualifiers Japan in the final game in 
Fae ea esi yas ere = Castermloa etal nebo SOC Weedvile Wet ez, witha Spm Kckatt, he Optus Word Seis. f 
SounGH, mated ok sie eaund, with five-mtnntes—= win the-ball at her foc and on the Sunday, Feb 15 at 3.45 you can see It just doesn’t get any better. 
ACT and NNSW fighting it out for on the left edge of the box she curleda _ Bartlett the SA and QLD tussle, which will no doubt be 
second spot in Pool B to join NSW in ‘Brazilian’ style pearler past the keeper PC Hepperlin Feel Sane Be lush sage GE sa 
the Top Four Series. and just inside the post. Taylor nic) comeaie Lew, 
ACTAS’ national team star, Lisa ACT duly dominated the rest of the Wainwright Speaking of this Wiepiy venovatedietaditth a 
Casagrande, was involved in much of first half, with 17 year old debutant D Hepperlin SURV ERIRERTICGSSEE of Greener ot a 
the good work from her side and scored Rebecca Perrett in the NNSW goal Cooper eEean. 
the first goal. playing extremely well, particularly in Wilson TRiccorutaicalstuiey-aniclegwiltioe played 
Northern went into the clash missing the 27th minute when she saved  Foxhill Pricing en es ieasicn to Wee oes 
the influential Shelley Youman, brilliantly from an Amy Taylor drive Casagrande < ; 
Suspended due to a red card earlier in that was belted in from 13metres out. Ralson 


the series. Just before the break Casagrande was 7 
at her tormenting best again, but this time 
her stinging free-kick just flew wide. 
Profligate finishing in the second half 
denied the Canberrans a bigger lead and . 
in football, as we all know, if you don’t 
take your chances etc... 2 : 
In the 70th minute NNSW took their ARE THE MAROONS UP TO IT2 
opportunity, and how! Trudy Diamond A 
embarked on a solo run beating i 


fhe action shifts to Adelaide this this most intruiging and unexpected of 
defenders seemingly at ease, and she weekend for the final Pool ‘A’ round situations, with two fabulous upset wins in 
struck a sweet volley from 18 metres 7m «| | of the season, with second place up for _ recent times in the Ansett Summer Series. 
out that was too good for Amy Beattie. : grabs and a berth in the Top Four Finals ‘Their confidence will be sky high, and 
It was now 1-1 with a grandstand finish , the reward. they are still considered underdogs, which is 
in prospect... With SA having already stitched up a first always a handy position to be in. 

Yet the joy was short-lived as the place with an eight point lead, the battle ison ‘This weekend will see Soccer of the 
"ACY regained the lead! within just five between late-chargers Victoria and reigning highest quality ... enjoy! 
minutes of the equaliser — courtesy of champions Queensland. 
SEE ee eee Ae Presently third, one point behind Victoria, POINTS TABLE: POOL A 
eae Be dis the pressure will fall heavily on the star- 

fathefaniaoments AGEs Any studded Maroons who are clearly in danger SA: 15 
Beattie did well to keep her side in the _ /aames of not making the cut. Are they good VIC: 7 
lead with excellent keeping, and in {as sogirt Shought tind out for yourself at the QLD: 6 
Sarah Cooper doing so sewing up ACT's passage to Lisa Casagrande: ‘Casa’ had a }dmarsh stadium. 

the finals, brilliant game. Victoria, on the other hand, have set up 
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ENGLAND Leeds «255 3. 4.17146 2 5 171438 

WestHam 259 1 1268 3 1 10112738 

Leicester 254.7 3 14115 2 4 141136 

PREMIER LEAGUE Neastle 25.6 3 5 15153 2 6 101532 

2 Everton 2 Soon 2571 419142 3 8 102131 
ft 24 Ferguson 40 Coventry 255 7 120142 2-8 9 2030 PWDLFAW 
63 Grant 50 AVilla, 25.5 3 417163 3 7101830 NForest 30112 233167 
burn 0 Tottenham 3 SWed 256.3 4211923 7162930 Midboro 309 3 22798 
a Berti 37 Everton 255 2 417162 5 7132128  S'land 298 4 227128 
4 Armstrong 89 Wim'don 233.3 612163 5 3101126 SheffU 3011 4 0 28113 
: Fox 90 Torham 255.3 413152 2 9112626 Charlton 3010 3 1 29135 
Coventry 1 Sheff Wed 0 CPalace 2404772054 4141423 Wolves 309 4 227135 
Derby 0 Aston Villa 1 Bolton 253.7 2101214 8122923 WBA 308 2 5 16136 
, Yorke 90 Bamsley 25.4 3.5 14222 11083922 Stockport 309 4 1 3013 4 
Leicester 1 Leeds 0 Bam 306 63179 5 
Parker 44p L FA LC E T Bradford 318 6 220143 
Liverpool 2 Soton 3° Cole (MU) 2 4 0 5 21 Swindon 319 3 424163 
Owen 24, 90 Hirst 8p,90 Hartson (WH) 12 1 6 0 19 Norwich 3075 416184 
Ostenstadt 85 Gallacher(BR) 13 2 1 0 16 Ipswich 295 4 41513 4 
Man Utd 1 Bolton 1 Dublin (CC) 2 3 1 0 16 Crewe 305 2 816236 
Cole 85 Taylor 60 QPR 307 6 319142 
Neweastle 0 West Ham 1 Reading 30.6 4 6 22233 
Lazaridis 16 DIVISION ONE Oxford «= 306 4 4 18 143 
Birmingham 1 Middlesbrou; 1 Hild = 305 4 6 17173 
PWDLFAWDL F APts Bralford 1 Charlton e 0 Stoke =: 305 4 6 19253 
ManUd 25102 1336534191350 Buy 2 Port Vale 2 -PorVale 305 4 618173 
Chelsea 24.8 2.122861 6301745 Hrfiela 1 Stockport 0 ManCity 304 4 720173 
Liverpool 259 1 4281345213945 Norwich 0. Man City 0 Tranmere 295 5 418142 
Blackbum 258 3 230154 6 2141245 — posmouth 0 NForest 1 Buy 303 8 515191 
Arenal 23.8 2.2269 362161741 Qpr 3--Ciewe 2 Pmowh 295 3 821271 

Deby 259 3. 1258237142339 Reading 1 Tvanciiet 3 


FARE 


BONANZA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


EUROPEAN MN 


RING NOW 


9660 5736 


MEAD ORELCE._. 
cer usw wat 
ire 


WOE UDRUURUUR ON ENN EN EOOUNSD 


0 

1 

2 

1 
F APts 
151260 
3231759 
4 221655 
4 182054 
7 242552 
8 131748 
5 161548 
11182944 
520144 
7 131844 
8 102743 
8 132340 
4 211839 
7 212237 
9 143136 
6 9 2236 
11 18 3033 
7 152433 
7 122033 
10 173030 
713173 
9 132430 
6 122127 
9 102024 


ao 
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Leuk, 1C_Onet 
Van Hooijdonk (NF) 19 «1 4 (0 4 
Phillips (Su) 5.4 0 0 19 
‘Angell (SC) B 2 3 0 8B 
Johnson (IT) Ps Ihes 0. Is 
DIVISION TWO 

Bournemouth 1 Bristol C 0 
Bristol R 3. Chesterfield 1 
Fulham 2. Southend 0 
Millwall 0. Grimsby 1 
Oldham 0. Blackpool 1 
Plymouth 2 Carlisle 1 
Preston 2 Bumley 3 
Wigan 1 Northampton 1 
Wrexham 2. Luton 1 
Wycombe 0 Brentford 0 
PWDLFAWDL F APs 

Warford 29.9 3 1 241110 4 2219 64 
Bristol 31123 132116 4 5 221461 
Fulham 308 6 1187 5 3 7 222148 
Bristol R307 1 6 23236 7 3.222147 
‘Oldham 3010.4 1:31.14 1 8 6 12 1845 
Grimsby 287 5 2228 5 4 5 161645 
N'hampton 309 4 221112 8°5 121545 
B'mouth 308 6 2208 3 4 7172343 
York 309 2. 42113 1 9 5 162641 
Wrexham 296 6 2 20164 5 6 15194) 
Che'field 317 6 217112 8 6 111641 
Blackpool 318 5 3.2419 3 2 10152940 
Gillingham 297 5 320153 4 7 162439 
Millwall 295 4 617176 2 6 161939 
Walsall 287 5 2.20113 2 9 112237 
Wigan 29.6 4 4 2622.4 2 9:172336 
Wycombe 306 7 2.20142 5 8 152536 
Preston 306. 3. 6 17153 4 8 192234 
Bumley 306 7 2.2314 2 2 11132733 
Luton 304. 3: 9.23334 5 5 131532 
Plymouth 306 4 5 26231 6 8 122331 
Brentford 317 4 4.25180 6 107 3331 
Carlisle 305 4 6 18193 2 10212930 
Southend 31.5 6 518202 1 12123728 
LpeFCiI0. OF T. 

Boli (Wa) iT elt ee ene 
Thorpe (LT) 1 DES 9119, 
Goater (BC) 6 0 1 01 
Hayles (BR) 4 2 0 0 16 
Taylor (Br) no2 3 0 1% 
Watson (Wa) or 3 4 ¥_ & 

DIVISION THREE 

Brighton 1 Torquay 4 
Cambridge 2. Doncaster 1 
Cardiff 0. Lincoln 1 
Chester 0 Mansfield 1 
Hartlepool, 2 Darlington 2 
Hull City 0 Rochdale 2 
Macclesfield 3 Scarborough 1 
Notts Cty 0. Shrewsbury 1 
Rotherham 1 Exeter 0 
Scunthorpe 1 Bamet 1 
Colchester 1 Swansea 2 
Leyton 1 Peterboro 0 
PWDLFAWDLF APs 

NottsCly 31.8.5 2251511 4 1 291566 
Bamet 31.9 4 3.2714 6 4 5 181953 
Peterboro 30103 231124 7 4221852 
Mac'field 3113 3 0298 1 7 7 162452 
Rotherham 318 4 3 31235 7 4 181650 
Torquay 3110 2 3 2613 4 6 6 202650 
Scarboro 31103 331184 4 7 192749 
Lincoln 306 5 419197 5 3 161649 
Chester 319 5 2227 5 1 9 202948 
LeytonO 309 3 3.26114 5 6 151547 
Exeter 316 8 2.25155 5 5212046 
Hartlepool 317 9 027142 7 6 152143 
Colchester 319 3 4 26182 5 8233241 
Mansfield 306 6 3 26194 4 7131440 
Scunthorpe 305 5 517196 2 7 182040 
Cambridge 317 4 426211 8 7 162336 
Darlington 309 5 130170 4 11103236 
Swansea 315 5 5 16125 0 11173135 
Cardiff 303. 9 3.131437 5 131634 
Shrewsbury 297 2 5 22191 7 7172533 
Rochdale 31 8 2 5 23112 1 13113033 
Hull 31.6 4 5.27241 1 14133226 
Brighton 311 6 9 13263 4 8 122022 
Doncaster 302 3 109 340 3 12114612 
Ig FC LC.O T 

Quinn (PU) Te aa a ie) 
Rowbotham(EC) 17 1 0 0 18 
Whitehall (MT) «16 «1 0 1B 
Carruthers PU) 3 2 1 0 16 
Griffiths (LO) 1 1= 4 0s 


SCOTLAND 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aberdeen 3 Hibernian 
Newell 40 
Jess 57 
Miller 59 
Dundee Utd 1 Motherwell 0 
Olofsson 68 
Kilmarnock 1 St Johnstone 0 
Reilly 90 
1 Dunfermline 1 
Porrini 72 Curran 90 
PWDLFAWDL F APts 
Rangers 2410 3 0 3712 4 4 3 181449 
Celtic 238 1.22567 2 3171048 
Hearts 23.8 1 227167 2 3 241448 
Kilmamock 24 6 2 4 15163 4 5 132433 
StJohnstone 24.5 2 5 14164 3 5 121432 
Dundee Utd 245 4 3 19102 3 7 142628 
Aberdeen 245 4 4.17141 3 7 102525 
Dunfermline 24.3 5 4 15193 2 7 112525 
- Motherwell 243.3 5 16163 2 8 152523 
Hibemian 244 3 5 20170 3 9 8 2818 
L FO LC E T 
Negri (Ra) 20) 0) Deas 
Smith (DA) DSS 309) 
DIVISION ONE 
Airdrie 3 Hamilton ) 
Falkirk 1 Morton 1 
Raith 2 Partick 0 
St Mirren 3 Ayr Utd 0 
Stirling 1 Dundee 3 
PWDLFAWDL F APts 
Dundee 244 5 3138 9 3 025647 
Raith 24822206 4 4 4 161542 
Falkirk 246: 3:319166 2 4 211841 
Airdrie 23.6 5 118133 5 3 111437 
Hamilion 22 4 3 31011 4 3 5 201930 
StMirren 246 2 41815 2 3 7 132229 
Ayr 2242619192 3 5 7 1623 
Partick 242-3 6 20263 5 5 121623 
Stirling 23.2 6 516263 2 5 151723 
Morton 242 3 6 1018 3 46 182022 
L Fe We oO T 
Bone (SA) 1303 210) 10) aul: 
DIVISION TWO 
Brechin 2 East Fife 1 
Caledonian 3° Clydebank 2 
Livingston 4. Forfar 0 
Queen Sth 0 Clyde 0 
‘Stranraer 1 Stenhousemuir 2 
PWDLFAWDL F APts 
Clydebank 215 5 1178 63 115941 
Livingston 207 1 1209 3 5 3 131336 
Queen Sth 226 3 214103 2 6 182232 
EastFife 225 1 419194 2 6 121930 
Forfar 22.4 3 422213 4 4 172028 
Sten’muir 224 4 3.18173 2 6 111727 
Clyde 224 .3.3:14102 5 5 142126 
C'donian 21.5 5 22413 1 2 6 161825 
Stranracr 22.5 3 42418 1 4 5 101725 
Brechin 223 5 312141 4 6 13282) 
L Fe Lc O T 
Stewart (IC) CT Fat a SS iat Ui 
DIVISION THREE 
Albion R 3 East Stirling 2 
Alloa 2 Queen's Park 0 
‘Cowdenbeath 3 Arbroath 1 
Dumbarton 0 Ross Cty 1 
Montrose 2° Berwick 2 
PWDLFAWDLF APts 
Alloa 227 0 424137 1 3 231443 
Arbroath 23 7 3 2.29165 1 5 181640 
RossCty 215 2 3 2613 6 3 2 181138 
EStirling 227 0 422134 | 6 122034 
AlbionR 217 2 122123 2 6 172734 
Berwick 224 3 418184 3 4 151730 
QuPark «23. 4 2: 5:1719. 3S 4 121328 
Dumbarton 220 5 6 8164 3 4 212220 
Montrose 21 2 3 6 14213 2 5 152920 
Cheah 213 1 7 8203 07 101919 
Ly Fe-80 90, ¥ 
‘Adams (RC) 4 4 0 0 8 


Lege, FC-FA Cup, LC -L.ge Cup, E-Euro, 


O-Other, T-Total 


ITALY 


Juventus’ bid for a second successive Italian 
title gained momentum with an emphatic 3-1 
vietory over AS Roma in Turin and a shock home 
defeat for their closest rivals Inter Milan. 

With Inter going down 1-0 at home to 
Bologna, in what coach Luigi Simoni described as 
“our worst performance of the season,” Juventus 
have opened up a four-point lead at the top of 
Serie A. 

‘Udinese, the surprise package of the season, lie 
three points further back, after a 6-0 demolition of 
Lecce, in which the league's top scorer, German 
Oliver Bierhoff, took his tally to 16 with two 


joals, 

Inter fans invited president Massimo Moratti 
to withhold his expensive squad's pay packets 
after their second defeat in three home matches. 
“Byidently, we're afraid of the San Siro,” said 
Simoni, Bologna, who had not won an away 
‘match since last March, outplayed their illustrious 
rivals who only managed one shot on target in 90 
minutes, Both Russia's Igor Kolyvanov and 
Swede Kennet Andersson hit the woodwork 
before Roberto Baggio, with a fine run and cross, 
set up Michele Paramatti for a 56th minute 
‘winner, 

‘At the Olympic stadium, Roberto Mancini’s 
fifth minute goal set fourth-placed Lazio on their 
way (oa 2-1 win over AC Milan. Croat substitute 
Alen Boksic, returning from a two week lay-off, 
added a second in the 89th minute before Patrick 
Kluivert claimed a consolation goal with the last 
kick of the match, however Milan will rue missed 


chances. 

A first-half effort from the Dutchman hit the 
bar and keeper Luca Marchegiani saved 
Leonardo's 28th minute penalty. 

Domenico Morfeo’s second-half winner against 
Bari, who had Diego de Ascentis sent off, lifted 
Fiorentina into ith place, a point ahead of Parma, 


AAt the bottom of the table and Napoli lost 5-0 
at Empoli — Napoli have now not won since the 
second day of the season. 


Bari 0 Fiorentina 1 
Empoli 5 Napoli 0 
Inter Milan 0. Bologna 1 
Juventus 3 Roma 1 
Lazio 2 ACMilan 1 
Piacenza 1 Vicenza 1 
Sampdoria 2 Brescia 1 
Udinese 6 Lecce t) 

PWODL FA Pts 
Juyentus 19 13-5 1 44° 15 44 
Inter 19 12 4 3.33 16 40 
Udinese 9 4 4 39 26 37 
Lazio 19 10 5 4 32 16 35 
Fiorentina 19.9 6 4 38 20 33 
Parma 199 6 4 32 19 33 
Sampdoria 19.8 7 4 37 3231 
Roma 197 8 4 32 24 29 
Milan 97662 02 
Vicenza 196 5 8 21 35 23 
Bari 96 4 915 25 2 
Bologna 94 872% 2 20 
Brescia 19 6 2 1125 31 20 
Empoli 19 5 4 1030 34 19 
Piacenza 939 715 23 18 
Atalanta 193.7 9 16 29 16 
Lecce 932413 21 
Napoli 914413 47 7 
Real Betis 2 Merida 1 
Espanyol 0 Zaragoza 1 
Salamanca 0 Celta Vigo 1 
Sporting Gijon 2 Santander 1 
Valencia 1 Valladolid 2 
Real Sociedad 1 Athletic Bilbao 1 
Mallorca 2 Compostela 1 


Catch al : 
& thé 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATI 


PWDLFA 
Barcelona nw2 649 4 
R Sociedad 4129 4 38 2 
R Madrid B127 439% 
Atl Bilbao 24 10:10 4 32 25 
Atl Madrid 23108 5 47 2 
Mallorca 4109 6 36 2 
Celta Vigo M11 S 8 33 2B 
Real Betis 2075 OW 6 
Espanyol 2% 8 10 6 2 17 
Zaragoza % 8 8 8 32 40 
Valencia 49 4M 32 
Deportivo B66 4 w 
Oviedo B66 3B 6 
‘Santander 247 6 «11% 34 
Compostela 4 6 8 1032 41 
Valladolid B37 5121 4 
Merida wUoe6eTUNR 3S 
Salamanca 24 6 6 12 18 27 
Tenerife 36614 
Gijon 413202 54 
Wolfsburg 1 
Dortmund 3 VEB Stuttgart 
‘M’gladbach 0 — Schalke 
Hamburger 1 Hertha Berlin 
A Bielefeld 1 1860 Munich 
Leverkusen 4 — Werder Bremen 
Bayern Munich © 2 — Hansa Rostock 
MSV Duisburg 1 Karlsruhe 
Kaiserslautem 3 Bochum 

PWDLF A 
Kaiserslautem 22 15 4 3 46 26 
Bayem M 2145 3 48 25 
Leverkusen 22:10 8 4 45 25 
Stuttgart 22:10 6 6 42 32 
Schalke 299 4 25 19 
Duisburg 2.95 8 27926 
H Rostock 29 49 33 20 
W Bremen 2°94 9 27. 3S 
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eers and tears 
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BS Sm tape 


HBedlin 28597 4 
Dortmund 27783 3B 
Wolfsburg 2 8 4 1028 32 28 
Karlsrube 267933 40 5 
Cologne 27 3 1236 48 24 
Arminia B 27121327 3B 
Bochum 26512 3 B 
Miladbach 25 7 1036 42 2 
1860 Munich 22.5. 7-*(10 23-38 22 
Hamburg 25 6 11 26 36 2 


FRANCE 


Auxerre, winners in 1996, Nantes and 
Rennes all crashed out of the French Cup as 
First Division sides struggled in the second 
round. Twice-winners Rennes were upset by 
Third Division Istres, while Auxerre, who 
also won the league two years ago, lost 2-1 
after extra-time to Second Division 
Mulhouse. 

Nantes, champions in 1995 and Cup 
winners in 1979, fell 1-0 at Second Division 
strugglers Caen, who scored through 
midfielder Rafael Guerrero 14 minutes from 
time. 
First Division leaders Olympique 
Marseille and Paris St Germain, who have 
lost their last three league games, laboured 
to 1-0 away victories over Fourth Division 
Boulogne and Second Division leaders 
Lorient respectively. 

Defender Patrick Colleter struck in the 
26th minute to put Marseille, record ten 
time Cup-winners, into the third round at the 
expense of the amateur side from the 
Channel fishing town. 

Italian striker Marco Simone scored for 
four-time winners PSG in the 68th minute, 


but the Parisians were indebted to their 
goalkeeper Vincent Fernandez, replacing the 
dropped Christophe Revault, for some 
crucial saves in the first half. 

Guingamp, losing finalists last season, 
won 2-1 at Second Division Wasquehal, 
with two goals by former Marseille striker 
Mare Libra, while Olympique Lyon beat 


‘Third Division Angouleme 2-0. 
Veria 0 Panathaikos 3 
Proodeftiki 0  Xanthi 3 
Apollon 0 Panionios 0 
Ethnikos 0 Ionikos 1 
Kalamata 1 PAOK 1 
Panabaiki 0 Pyrgos 4 
Traklis 4 Athinaikos 0 
Kavala 1 AEK 1 
Olympiakos 1 Traklion i} 
PWDLF Pts 
Oly'iakos 21:17 1 3 53 16 52 
Pana’aikos 2117 1 3 55. 15 52 
AEK 21:16 3 2 42 18 St 
Salonika 21:12 6 3 37 22 42 
Tonikos 21:12 5 4 33 19 41 
Iraklis 2112 4 5 31 21 40 
Xanthi 219 4 8 39 36 31 
OFI 21:9 3 9 38 33 30 
Pyrgos 217-6 8 32-31 27 
Apollon 217 5 9 21 29 26 
Panionios 21.7 3 11:26 28 24 
Proodeftiki 215 4 1220 41 19 
Panahaiki 216 1 14 19° 43 19 
Veria 21.5 3 13.22 37 18 
Kalamata 214 5 1214 2917 
Ethnikos 215 1 15 14 31 16 
Athinaikos 21.4 4 13:14 34 16 
Kavala 21:3. 5 1323 40 14 


eek 


ON AND SUBSCRIPTIONS CONTACT OPTUS ON 13 33 11 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharrt — 


RIVER PLATE TEAM 
OF THE YEAR 


AND SALAS THE BEST PLAYER 
SAYS ‘EL GRAFICO” SPORTS MAGAZINE 


TRANSFER 


TANGO 


he prestigious Argentine 

magazine ‘El Grafico’ has 
carried out a survey of the country’s 
most influential journalists to find out 
what the mood is on a number of 
burning issues in Argentine football. 

They have unanimously voted River 
Plate as ‘Team-of-the-Year’ for 1997. 
And in a further fillip for the success 
Jaden club, Marcelo Salas has been given 
the award of ‘Player-of-the- Year’, 

Salas, as you will be aware, is about to 
transfer to the Italian Serie A's Lazio 
(home of Australia’s injury-ridden Paul 
Okon), although when exactly he will 
fer is still a little unclear at this stage. 

Ramon Diaz, the former Argentine 
star, currently coaching River Plate, was 
voted *Coach-of-the-Year’. 


Tn an unusual category, the ‘Most 
Violent’ player saw Jose Luis Chilavert 


and Oscar Ruggeri figure prominently, 
while the *Revalation of the Year’ was the 
highly talented young Argentine Marcelo 
Gallardo, who also plays for, well, you've 
guessed it... River Plate! 


In an unrelated poll, only 16% of 
journalists believe that Argentina 
will win the World Cup, while 54% 


place Passarella’s team among the 
four best sides in the world. 


Gabriel Batistuta was given the award 
for the best Argentine playing overseas, 
while the worst referee (and it must be a 
Melbourne Cup field) is ..., well read 
below, 

Jose Luis Chilavert: “I've won the 
most violent player award!” 
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if you are wondering who has 


ARGENTINOS JUNIORS 
Dario Scotto (from 
Gimnasia) 


VELEZ 
SARSFIELD 
Fernando 
Pandolfi 
(from 
Peruggia in 
Italy) 


ESTUDIANTES LA PLATA 
Gaston Cordoba (from 
Racing) 


HURACAN 
Rodolfo Flores (from Ferro) 


LANUS 
Belloso (from Cobrela) 


NEWELL’S OLD BOYS 
Ignacio Gonzales (from 


number of players have made the 
move from Argentina to other 
countries. Here is the latest, as far as we 
can ascertain, from our vast overseas 
news gathering resources here at ABSW 
‘Towers and courtesy of Mario Etchart. 
In Italy, Padova have signed Argentinos 
Juniors’ Jorge Quinteros plus Claudio 
Enria from Lanus. Powerhouse Sere A club 
Parma have moved on Juan Riquelme 
from Boca, while Udinese are now the 
proud owners of Signor Mario Navas, 
formerly of Racing Club. 


And of course, as we all know, Golden 
Boy Marcelo Salas is set to play in Rome 
for Lazio. 

Moving out of Italy and over to Spain — 
always a popular destination for South 
American footballers — Lionel Scaloni of 
Estudiantes La Plata, Sergio Martinez of 


his is the time of the year when players are coming and going so, 


OVERSEAS SALES 


been transferred where, here is 


ABSW’s update for Argentine clubs ... 


Racing) 
Garay (from Talleres of 
Cordoba) 


RIVER PLATE 
Angel (from Cali of 
Colombia) 


SAN LORENZO 

Alberto Costa (from 
Universidad Catolica) 
Sergio Maciel (from Alavez 
in Spain) 


BOCA JUNIORS 
Maurice Sena (from National 
Colombia) 


Boca and San Lorenzo's Sebastian Abreuo 
are all now playing for the Blue and White 
shirts of Deportivo La Coruna, 

Valladolid have nabbed Newell’s 
Gabriel Heinze while Salamanca have 
River’s Gustavo Lombardi and 
Independiente’s Morales, whereas 
Hercules also have their own River player 
in the form of Joaquin Yrigoitia. 

And finally, Jaen of Spain are now 
employing the services of Jose Basualdo of 
Deportivo Espanol. 

Closer to home and UAG of Mexico 
have picked up Ruben Da Silva from 
Rosario Central, and in Uruguay, Penarol 
have welcomed Jose Herrera while 
Nacional have completed the signing of 
Gabriel Alvez from the Independiente club. 


@& ABsw 


By Joe Russo 
FERRARA 
BREAKS A LEG 


i worst news possible for any 
player happened to Ciro Ferrara of 
Juventus, A broken left leg will keep 
him out of action for at least six 
months, and that means the World Cup 
of course, 

Ferrara is one of the best and most 
experienced defenders in the Serie A and 
also a valuable member of the national 
squad. I'm sure national team coach 
Maldini cringed when he saw the 
incident. 


Ciro Ferrara 


Tt occurred in Juye's clash with away 
to Lecce, Ferrara collided with Alesandro 
Conticchio of Lecce as both were sliding 
in to get the ball. No blame can be laid 
with the Lecce player — it was purely 
accidental, 

Ferrara established himself in the Serie 
A playing many years for Napoli. In 
recent years he transferred to Juventus 
and earned his national team call-up 
relatively late in his career, 

He will be sorely missed by both club 
‘and country, Fans and his teams alike can 
only wish him a speedy recovery. 


MARADONA 
AND NAPOLI: 
THE SAGA 
CONTINUES 


ape Maradona and Napoli saga 
continues. Recently the ‘little 
maestro’s’ manager Guillermo 
Coppola was in Naples to discuss a 
possible return of Diego to Napoli. 

A group of businessmen, headed by 
local entrepeneur Nicola Livelli, are said 
to be interested in purchasing the club and 
this could pave the way for a return of the 
local hero. 

Under current owner, Corrado 
Ferlaino, there is no way that Maradona 
will return. 

‘They are sworn enemies, so the 
problem with the ‘return of Maradona’ 
scenario is that Ferlaino does not intend 
to give up the club and sell. 

‘Naturally the Italian media have had a 
field day with the speculation, 
particluarly in the area of the role of 
Maradona (coach? manager? president?), 
Some reports have even suggested he 
could do all three!! 

And of course the advantage for 
Maradona is that the conditions are ripe 
for a return of sorts i.e. the club is 
struggling, the fans still love him and 
Ferlaino may not want to be with the club 


if it is relegated. 

And to add to all this is the potential 
embarrassment for Napoli fans with the 
high flying Salernitana looking likely to 
be promoted from Serie B. Salernitana are 
from Salerno, a small town on the 
southem end of the Amalfi coast only a 
short distance from Napoli. The giant of 
‘Napoli being replaced in Serie A by the 


‘little Salernitana has raised the ire of 


many in what is seen as a potentially 
piquant turn of events. 

So the name of Diego Armando 
Maradona is once again linked with the 
club he has forged such passionate links 
with. 


MEANWHILE IN 
TRANSFER 
NEWS 


azio have spent a small fortune on 
(Chilean genius striker Marcelo 
Salas from River Plate. 

Although this talented player has 
proved himself in South America, Serie A 
is a completely different proposition. 
What is rather odd is the fact that Lazio 
already have a number of quality 
attackers (Alen Boksic, Roberto Mancini 
and Pierluigi Casiraghi) and was this the 
yery reason why the brilliant Signori 
moved to Sampdoria? 

And in a move from England to Italy 
(as opposed to the common trend of Italy 
to England) Faustino Asprilla has moved 
back to Parma. I am sure the fans will be 
hoping he can relive “i vecchi tempi" (the 
good old days) when he was banging 
goals in right left and centre for the 
“Tardini’. 


Diego Maradona 


BUCCI’S LONG 
HARD ROAD 


few years ago the name Luca Bucci 
was synonomous with good 
keeping. He played for Italy three times 
and was third choice keeper at USA 94. 

His has since lost his place at Parma to 
an outrageously talented 17 year old 
called Gianluigi Buffon. 

So while the youngster’s career is on 
the up, Bucci is seemingly struggling. 

He went and played for Perugia last 
Season in a mid-year move, but when the 
club was relegated he moved to the 
Bundesliga, Last week he signed with 
Torino in the Serie B. 

However hard times may continue — 
the ambitious club from Turin have four 
Keepers on their books and nothing can be 
guaranteed in the goalkeeping stakes. 


MERRY GO 
ROUND? 


A nd spare a thought for young 
0 Zamboni. 


Signed in the close-season by Juventus 
he was off-loaded to Napoli and soon 
after he was sold to Serie B’s Chieva, 

Full circle in half a season, You can’t 
say it's been a dull year Zambone, now 
can you! 


TRAGEDY OF 
YOUNG FAN 


linally the sad death of supporter 

Fabio Di Maio. The fan, 33, was 
caught up in a brawl between rival fans 
at the end of a Serie B game between 
‘Treviso and Cagliari in Treviso. 

Other fans Were also injured in this 
incident prompting the tag that Italy is 
now the most violent country in Europe. 

In another game there was trouble 
between Verona and Salernitana where 
the police fired tear gas into the crowd, 
and Juventus General Manager Luciano 
Moggi was lucky to escape serious injury 
when Lecce fans smashed the window of 
his car. 

Italy simply must address these 
sociological problems that are impacting 
on our great game. As national coach 
Cesare Maldini has observed, these 
incidents have “nothing to do with our 
sport.” 

‘The big interest will be the Fiorentina 
and Inter tussle in the coming Round 20. 
Other are: 


FIXTURES 
Bologna v Bari 
Brescia v Juventus 
Lazio v Empoli 


Lecce v Roma 


Milan v Udinese 
Napoli v Vicenza 
Parma v Piacenza 

Sampdoria v Atalanta 


ell, well, well. The 
top-of-the-table 
clash between 


Olympiakos and AEK lived 
up to expectations and was a 
cracker. After the dust had 
settled, AEK emerged the 
bloody 1-0 victors over their 
bitter rivals, consigning 
their former coach and 
thousands of supporters into 
the depths of despair. 

There is an old saying 
about the end of WWII 
occuring“... on the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th 
month ...” well, it was a 
similar case in the Nikos 
Goumbas stadium when in the 
21st minute (of the second 
stanza), number 21 scored in 
front of Terrace 21. To 
explain, Marcello (Number 
21), scored in the 66th minute 
(21st of the second half) in 
front of Terrace 21, home of 
the most rabid, most parochial 
AEK fans, 

On a bright note, AEK are 
once again leading the pack, a 
relief no doubt for their fans, 
after recent lacklustre 
displays. On a sad note they 
have lost Daniel Batista and 
Yannis Kalitzakis (red carded) 
for at least a few weeks, Star 
striker Demis Nikolaidis 
started the game but lasted 
less than thirty minutes before 
being substituted, 

‘The ‘goal of destiny’ was 
scored by Marcello after 
fellow substitute Georgios 
Donis made a dazzling run 
down the right, Only a week 
ago Donis’ future at the club 
appeared to be murky but an 
impressive display may have 
given him the impetus to 
begin the task of regaining the 
form that made AEK snap him 
up. 


IN BRIEF 


International midfielder 
Vasili Tsartas scored his first 
goal for new club Seville after 
his recent transfer AEK ...In 
Cyprus, Anorthosis 
Anokostou shattered local 
rivals New Salamina 7-1 to go 
top of the table and overtake 
previous leaders Omonia 
Nicosia on goal difference 
+ International Theodore 
Zagorakis is finally on his 
way to Leicester after playing 
the last of his 166 games for 
PAOK against Xanthi on the 
weekend .., The proposed 
friendly against Argentina is 
in doubt as ‘new’ coach 
Anghel Iordanescu is not 
impressed by the logistics 
involved in sending the 
national team to South 
America for only one game 
...Apollon has acquired two 
new players at the | 1th hour 
of the transfer deadline, after 
adding little known Paro 
Cusic (a striker) and Adil 
‘Trita (a defender) to the squad 
«Terrible news for AEK fans 
as the latest news on their 
injury problems has placed 
Demis Nikolaidis under the 
surgeon’s knife for a chronic 
hernia problem and he will be 
out for at least a month while 
Batista will miss the rest of 
the season due to ligament 


problems The AEK 
President has given each 
player a $10,000 bonus for the 
victory over Olympiakos (the 
bonus for losing given to the 
Olympiakos players is a 
closely guarded secret)... The 
Marco Gabbiadini saga is at 
an end after FIFA adjudicated 
his contractual dispute with 
Panionios and decided the 
club must pay the player about 
$50,000 under the terms of the 
contract ... U/21 international 
Georgios Koulakiotis has 
signed a four-and-a-half year 
contract with PAOK. The 
versatile defender is equally 
adept in all the defensive 
Positions and is a good bet for 
the national team in time for 
Euro 2000... Golden boy 
Nikos Mahlas broke his recent 
barren spell at Vitesse 
Amhem with a penalty in his 
team’s 3-1 victory in the 
Dutch Cup ... It seems to be 
the week for news from AEK 
with the latest news being the 
acquisition Goran Tomic, 21, 
from Vicenza, reputedly the 
first transfer between ABK 
and another ENIC owned 
club. 


GREEK CUP 
Ri LT 


Panserraikos 4 PAO. 6 
Xanthi 3 Veria 
Aris 4 OFI 1 
Kalamaria 5 Aigaleo 1 
Karditsa 0 Apollon L 1 
Edessaikos 3 Iraklis 1 
Panonios 1 OrfeasA 0 
Tonilkos 2 PAOK 1 

Quarter-Finals are 
scheduled for March 25: 

Iraklis v Apollon L 

Aris v PAO 


PAOK vy Xanthi 
Panonios y Kalamaria 
Kavala v OFI 
Ethnikos v PAO. 
Iraklis y AEK 
Athenaikos v Ionikos 


NEW COACH 


omanian coach 
Anghel Iordanescu 
rived in Athens on 


‘Thursday for talks with the 
Greek Soccer Federation 
about the prospect of 
coaching the country’s 
national team after the 
World Cup finals. 

Despite earlier claims that 
he had been appointed to the 


& 


4 
* 


Tsiartas “First Goal” 


Position, the truth of the 
matter was that Iordanescu 
had agreed to discuss the 
possibility to the appointment 
and no final decision had been 
made. 

Federation sources said 
they were willing to pay 
Tordanescu a maximum 
$280,000 a year and that he 
would be asked to signa two- 
year contract, 

Tf the two sides don’t reach 
a deal the two other 
candidates for the job were 
Tonikos coach Jacek Gmoch 
(who has lived in Greece for 
19 years and was a former 
assistant coach for Poland) 
and former Dynamo Kiev and 
Soviet Union striker Oleg 
Blokhin, 

Tordanescu is due to lead 
Romania in the World Cup 
finals in France but has 
declared his desire to coach 
Greece for the 2000 European 
Championships. 

Qualifying begins in the 
Autumn, 

However, Greek sources 
have revealed that 
Tordanescu’s asking price 
‘Appears too steep, as much as 
three times what he is being 
paid by Romania. Addi- 
tionally a payment might also 
have to be made to the 
Romanian Federation to 
ensure his release. 


Marcello “Match winner” 


Snags have appeared 
already with the Greek Soccer 
Federation's decision to ask 
Tordanescu to extend his term 
from two to four years and he 
is unhappy at the proposed 
change. With his salary 
demands already indispute, it 
now appears the appointment 
may not be made after all. 

Tordanescu is due to lead 
Romania in the World Cup 
finals in France but has little 
time to prepare for the 2000 
European championships as 
qualifying begins in the 
Autumn. 

‘The volatile coach has led 
Romania in two consecutive 
world Cups, steering the team 
to the quarter-finals in 1994 in 
the United States. 

However, the team 
performed poorly under his 
stewardship at the 1996 
European championship in 
England, losing all three 
matches. 

And in next week's edition 
of Greek News, Olympiakos 
and UTS Olympic: sister 
clubs? 
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Jhis season was one for the midlands, 

Wolves won the top flight, with 

Leicester taking out the Second 
Division, and Port Vale the Third Division 
North, 

Tn Division One, England half back Billy 
Wright led Wolves to top spot and they 
finished four points clear of rivals West Brom. 

Huddersfield Town finished third while 
Middlesbrough and Liverpool were relegated, 
Liverpool managing just two away victories all 
season, 

All was not lost on Merseyside though as 
Everton finished runners-up to Leicester to 
finally return to the top flight (these days 
Everton is the club that has spent the most 
amount of time in the top flight since the 
formation of the football league). The First 
Division was a much closer affair with Everton 
winning their last game 4-0 not being enough 
to take over Leicester on goal percentage. The 
win was important though as it leap-frogged 
Blackbum into the second promotion spot. 

Division Three North saw Port Vale finish 
eleven points clear of Barnsley, but the South 
was much closer — Ipswich ending three 
points above Brighton in second spot. Chester 
and Walsall finished bottom of the football 
league, 


West Brom defeated Port Vale in the semi- 
finaly of the FA Cup 2-1 whilst Preston 
defeated Sheffield Wednesday 2-0. So far it had 
been the year of the midland clubs but with the 
calibre of Tom Finney in the side, Preston were 
going to be difficult to beat at Wembley. 
Another crowd of over 100,000 was on hand to 
watch Referee Luty blow his whistle for the 
kick-off, 

It would be another high scoring final, 
including a penalty converted by Allen for 
WBA’s second goal. Allen scored two and 
Griffin a third for West Brom with Preston 
scoring two (one each from Morrison and 
Wayman). 

‘The midlands assault was complete (and if 


Walsall came top of Division Three South, and 
not bottom, all titles would have been in the 
hands of midlands clubs!). 


After missing out for one season Merthyr 
Tydfil returned to the top of the Southern 
League, nine points clear of last season’s 
conquerors Headington United. Poor old 
Dartford finished bottom once more, 

In the Southern League Cup Headington 
gained something from the season when they 
defeated Lovells over the two-leg final. 
Gravesend and Northfleet entertained European 
club sides Sturm Graz (Austria), Calais and 
Dunkirk (both France), with their league 
challenge slowing. Hereford finished 12th in 
the league despite failing to win a match until 
their 11th game. 

In Scotland, in the League Cup Final, East 
Fife defeated Partick Thistle 3-0 at Hampden 
Park. At season’s end in the Scottish FA Cup 
final Celtic won 2-1 against Aberdeen. 

In the League, Celtic finished five points 
clear of Hearts to take the domestic double. 
Rangers finished fourth behind the ever 
improving Partick Thistle. 

Airdrie and Hamilton both struggled in the 
top flight and were relegated. In their place 
would be Division B champions Motherwell 
and runners-up Kilmarnock. Motherwell scored 
109 goals in 30 games during this victorious 
campaign, while Dumbarton finished bottom of 
the League, conceding 92. 
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LEAGUE TABLES 


DIVISION 1 
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FA 
68 23 
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54 16 
61 27 
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36 
49 
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2 
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4B 
32 
4 
6 
6 
46 
39 
38 
38 
4 
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DIVISION THREE NORTH 


Port Vale 69, Bamsley 58, Scunthorpe U 57, Gateshead 55, 
Bradford C 53, Chesterfield 52, Mansfield T 51, Wrexham 51, 
Bradford 50, Stockport Co. 47, Southport 46, Barrow 44, 
(Carlisle U 43, Tranmere R 43, Accrington Stanley 42, Crewe A 
41, Grimsby T 41, Hartlepool U 40, Rochdale 40, Workington 
40, Darlington 38, York C 37, Halifax T 34, Chester 32. 


DIVISION THREE SOUTH 


Ipswich T 64, Brighton and Hove Albion 61, Bristol C 56, 
Watford 52, Northampton T 51, Southampton 51, Norwich C 
|51, Reading 49, Exeter C 48, Gillingham 48, Leyton O 47, 
Millwall 47, Torquay U 46, Coventry C 45, Newport C 44, 
Southend U 43, Aldershot 43, QPR 42, Bournemoth 40, 
Swindon T 40, Shrewsbury T 40, Crystal P 40, Colchester U 30, 
Walsall 26. 
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|Newcastle 42 
|Tottenham 42 
/Man.C 42 
Sun’land 42 
Sheff W 
Sheff U 
IM’brough 
Liverpool 
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SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


Merthyr Tydfil 62, Headington U 53, Yeovil T 48, Bath City 
146, Kidderminster Harriers 45, Weymouth 44, Barry Town 43, 
Bedford Town 43, Gloucester City 43, Hastings U 42, Kettering 
[Town 42, Hereford U 41, Llanelly 41, Guilford City 41, 
|Gravesend & Northfleet 40, Woreeser City 40, Lovells Athletic 
39, Tonbridge 39, Chelmsford City 38, Exeter City (reserves) 
35, Cheltenham Town 34, Dartford 25. 
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SCOTLAND 


DIVISION A 


Celtic 
Hearts 
Partick T 
Rangers 
Hibernian 
East Fife 
Dundee 
Clyde 
Aberdeen 
Queen of the South 
St Mirren 
Raith R 
Falkirk 
Stirling A 
Airdrie 
Hamilton A 


D 


Motherwell 
Kilmarnock 

T Lanark 
Stenhousemuir 
Morton 

St Johnstone 
Albion R 
Dunfermline 


Ayr 

Queens Park 
Alloa 

Forfar 
Cowdenbeath 
Arbroath 
Dundee 
Dumbarton 


MAINES SCwmoiuVsH]8©esey 


By Micky Brock 
FANZINES 


irom time to time 
“fanzines’ are 
mentioned within this 


section of the paper, 
although it has been a while. 

‘That is a great pity as it’s a 
Shame there are not more of 
them around as they come 
from the fans, are for the fans 
and add a great deal of 
humour to what has become a 
very serious sport. 

"Not The View’ is a 
Scottish production 
celebrating the joys of being a 
Celtic fan (not that there has 
been a great of joy for them 
‘over the past ten years or so), 
and is a well put together item 
too, but is by no means the 
exception to the rule in this 
day and age. 


and started banning them from 
the grounds purely and simply 
because they didn’t derive 
revenue from these 
publications, which makes 
sense in a perverse way as it 


was the core of support who 


i THEVIEW 


CELTIC FANZINE, Not £1.00. 


Happy Days Are Here 


When ‘fanzines’ first hit 
the terraces, some 10-12 years 
ago now, they were, in the 
main, someone’s love affair 
with a football club being put 
into words and hastily 
photocopied. It didn't always 
toe the official line of the 
clubs but they did get their 
hands on profits, in most 
cases, via sponsorship of 
players’ kits, match balls ete, 

Bigger clubs, those of the 
Premier League, took 
umbrage at these ‘upstarts” 


often were critical of the way 
things were dealt with, or 
happened at, their club. 

This led to many 
confrontations and much 
gnashing of teeth but 
“fanzines’ were here to stay 
and these days they are of far 
higher quality and production. 

Not political, they did, 
however, force some changes 
within the football structure, 
to the extent whereby many 
editors were asked to sit in on 


‘fans’ forums’ or, in extreme 
cases, were actually invited to 
become the official 
program/magazine editors. 

However, it is not just the 
big clubs that can hold their 
heads high and say they have 
the best “fanzine around”. 

Stockport County fan Dave 
Espley has consistently 
produced ‘The Tea Party’ to 
such high standards of 
excellence that the ‘zine’ has 
attracted the odd award over 
the years, 

Filled with as much 
humour as hard hitting 
articles, ‘fanzines’ are 
wonderful things, so long as 
they are used in the correct 
context and leave the politics 
and racism to the morons who 
know no better. 

Many have wonderful 
names, like “The Memoirs of 
Seth Bottomley’, ‘Brian 
Moore's Head is Uncannily 
Like The London 
Planetarium’ or ‘Olga The 
Fox’. 

Whatever your poison, 
there is always a ‘zine to read, 


IT HAPPENED 
THIS WEEK 


ENGLAND 


HRIS SUTTON has 
“no regrets” about 


turning his back on 


England. Sutton, 
outstanding for Blackburn 
this season, snubbed 
England coach Glenn 
Hoddle by rejecting the 
chance to play for the B 
team against Chile next 
week, severely damaging his 
World Cup hopes in the 
process. 

CRYSTAL PALACE will 
complete the $2 million 
signing of Matt Jansen from 


Carlisle United this week. 

ANGRY TOTTENHAM 
fans have challenged Alan 
Sugar to “put up or sell up” 
after the Spurs chairman 
claimed he had received a 
$230 million bid for the 
London club, Better news 
when it was revealed Jurgen 
Klinsmann saw a specialist in 
London and Tottenham 
believe it will be confirmed 
that the German striker was 
not as badly hurt as first 
feared during the FA Cup 
fourth-round replay defeat at 
Barnsley. 

NEWCASTLE defender 
Steve Watson has broken his 
foot and will be out of action 
for up to two months, 

ARSENAL look set to offer 
new one-year contracts to 
Steve Bould and Nigel 
Winterburn to ensure the 
Premiership’s oldest, yet most 
admired, defence stays 
together for at least another 
season. 

FULHAM have confirmed 
they will play at Craven 
Cottage next season. 

STEVE STAUNTON 
seems certain to leave Aston 
Villa in the summer after club 
chairman Doug Ellis said he 
would not bow to big wage 
demands from players. 

DION DUBLIN has been 


named player of the month for 
January, the first Coventry 
player to achieve the award. 
SWEDISH international 
midfielder Niclas 
Alexandersson is unlikely to 
play again before the start of 
next season after his knee 
injury proved far worse than 


first thought, 

GREECE captain Theo 
Zagarakis flew into Britain to 
discuss terms with Leicester 
manager Martin O'Neill re his 
proposed $1.5 million move 
from PAOK Salonika. 

IPSWICH manager George 
Burley warned Premiership 
clubs that his talented teenager 
Kieron Dyer is not for sale. 
Leeds boss George Graham is 
the latest to join the 19-year- 
old's growing list of admiring 
managers after he was called 
into the England ‘B’ squad. 

CREWE striker Dele 
Adebola has —_—joined 
Birmingham City after 
manager Dario Gradi accepted 
a $2 million bid from St 
Andrews boss Trevor Francis. 

SOUTHAMPTON 
midfielder Carlton Palmer has 
received an extra one-match 
ban and a $2,000 fine for 
comments made to referee 
Gerald Ashby after the FA 
Cup exit at Derby. Palmer, 
already serving a two-match 
suspension, was told his ban 
would last one further match 
following his outburst at the 
Worcester official over a 


disputed Derby penalty. 
MARTIN O'NEILL was 
fined $5000 for blowing his 
top at referee Jeff Winter 
following Leicester's home 


defeat by Everton in 
December, 
FORMER Welsh 


international defender Paul 
Bodin has applied for the 
vacant manager's job at Third 
Division Cardiff City. The 
former Cardiff player, 33, who 
was born in the Welsh capital, 
played in the Premiership with 
‘Swindon and is out of contract 
with Reading at the end of this 
season. 

HOWARD KENDALL has 
been named Premiership 
manager of the month for 
January after Everton took 
seven points out of nine to 
climb out of the relegation 
zone. 

NEWCASTLE look certain 
to complete the signing of 
Gary Speed, 28, from Everton 
after increasing their offer for 


the midfielder to $12 million, 

ENGLAND'’s bid to stage 
the 2006 World Cup finals 
could be jeopardised by the 
recent outbreaks of 
hooliganism at Portsmouth 
and Reading, warned the 
Shadow Minister for Sport. 

Thankfully, it was nothing 
like the disgraceful scenes 
witnessed in the Malian Serie 
B that left yet another 
supporter dead on the terraces 
(see ‘Italian Affair’ on page 
19), 


SCOTLAND 


ELTIC manager 
Wim Jansen is ready 
to make a $2.6 million 
bid for Portsmouth’s 
Australian international 
midfielder Craig Foster, 
HIBS may be forced to 
look at their third, or even 
fourth, choice for a manager 
to succeed Jim Duly. 
CRAIG BROWN looked 
on as Brazil were held by 
Jamaica, but is still convinced 


the South Americans are out 
of this world. 

“THE PAUL GASCOIGNE 
“flute-playing incident’ has 
refused to die down as the 
SFA and the Scottish League 
confirmed their view that the 
incident is serious enough to 
warrant a full investigation, 
Gascoigne, already fined 
around $50,000 by Rangers, 
must wait to leam whether he 
will also be punished by the 
Scottish FA for his antics 
which upset Celtic fans before 
the old-firm match at 
Parkhead last month, 

The SFA executive 
committee discussed it at their 
meeting but deferred a 
decision. 

SCOTLAND World Cup 
hopeful Tosh McKinlay has 
landed a three-ma\ 
Nationwide Lea; 
suspension which has blo! 
his return to first-team footbilt 
with Stoke City. 


Book Review 
7 Review by Steve Darby: Soccer Australia Staff Coach and FIFA Instructor for Oceania 


Ferg i € ——— By Stephen Kelly 


if the subject doesn’t agree to assist the author, as 
the author can then be truthful and give an 
objective analysis of his subject’s character, 

Both positive and negative features can be revealed 
or, in other words, the truth can be told. 

Alex Ferguson did not agree to participate in this 
book, and it has turned out not only to be an excellent 
read but has shed many positive insights on Ferguson, 
‘ones which are not often portrayed, 

Tt also helps of course if the biographer can write 
well, and in Stephen Kelly we have an excellent author 
with a string of quality books already. 

His description of Cantona as “looking like some 19th 
century convict pulled out if the pages of Balzac or 
Dickens’ or equally apt that ‘United without Bryan 
Robson was like the Beano without Dennis the Menace’ 
reveals that the man has a literary background and 
doesn’t just repeat the old cliches, 

The book sheds light on Ferguson's working class 
background (from Goyan in Scotland) and all through 
the book there is the pervasion of honesty in the man. 

‘Fergie’ has stayed a staunch Labor supporter despite 
his wealth and has remained loyal to his working class 
roots and philosophies. 


I: is often said that a biography is only a good one 


‘The book illustrates Ferguson's man- management 
skills not only with his wide variety of players but with 
his teams’ supporters, perhaps illustrated best by his 
greeting of fans off the boat the day afier a European 
triumph, a great gesture which warmed him to the 
people. 

The book also traces his playing career (including 
visits to Australia) which helped form his management 
style and his first steps into management, at East Sterling 
and St Mirren, before his great success at Aberdeen, 

Tralso shows his 1986 World Cup management which 
is often forgotten about. Including the fact that he 
brought Scotland to Australia for the 1986 World Cup 
qualifier. 

The book is a good assessment of Ferguson’s 
management approach and shows the important relations 
that 2 manager must make with players, fans, the media 
and of course his Chairman, 

Overall, an excellent well written book for United 
fans and for coaches in general. 

T'd also recommend it to administrators as it shows 
that if you give a coach a professional time in a job, the 
results will come. 

A salient lesson for Australian Club Soccer? 


Australia's Craig Foster: could the dynamic midfielder 
be off to play club football in Scotland ? 
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ITS A 
JUNGLE OUT 
THERE! 


Reigning champions South 
Africa defend this year’s 
African Nations Cup against a 
mix of exotically named 
challengers. 

Lions, elephants, foxes, 
mambas and desert rats will be 
among those jostling to unseat 
the "Bafana Bafana’ (the boys) 
in the three-week competition. 

Following is a list of the 
nicknames of the teams. World 
Cup qualifiers Tunisia, among 
the favourites, have no 
nickname. 

Algeria — ‘The Fennecs’ 
(desert foxes) 

Angola — ‘The Black 
Panthers’ 

Burkina Faso — ‘The 
Stallions’ 

Cameroon — ‘Indomitable 
Lions’ 

Democratic Congo — “The 
Simbas’ (lions in Swahili) 

Ivory Coast — ‘The 
Elephants’ 

Egypt — “The Pharaohs’ 

Ghana — “The Black Stars’ 

Guinea — ‘The National 
Syli’ (elephant) 

Morocco — ‘The Atlas 
Lions’ 

Mozambique — ‘The 
‘Mambas’ (snakes) 

Namibia — ‘The Desert 
Rats'/‘Brave Warriors’ 

South Africa — ‘The Bafana 
Bafana’ (the boys) 

Togo — ‘The Eaglets’ 

Zambia — ‘Mighty Zambi’ 


BRAZIL IN 
FIRING LINE 


World champions Brazil 
were in the firing line when 
their press angrily rounded on 
them after the 1-1 draw with 
Guatemala in the Gold Cup. 

“What tiny team is this?’ 
raged a front-page headline in 
Jornal dos Sports as Brazil were 
accused of playing even worse 
than in the 0-0 draw with 
Jamaica earlier in the week. 

“Drawing with Jamaica was 
embarrassing, Another draw 
against a team which has never 
qualified for the World Cup is a 
humiliation for Brazilian 
football,’ the story ran. 

Brazil appeared to have done 
just enough to win the match in 
Miami when Romario put them 
ahead with a penalty late in the 
second half. But Juan Plata 
headed an equaliser for 
Guatemala deep into injury 
time. 

Jomal do Brasil said Brazil's 
performance was way below 
normal standards, 

“Brazil might be favourites to 
win the World Cup in France 
but we are a long way from 
proving it in practice,’ the 
newspaper fulminated. 

Much of the criticism 
focused on Mario’ Zagallo, 
Brazil’s veteran coach, who was 
ridiculed earlier in the week for 
saying he was glad Brazil only 
drew with Jamaica because his 
players were —_ getting 
complacent. 

“Zagallo's going to have a 
lot of explaining to do,” said 


former international Falcao, 
who is now a television pundit. 

Other commentators said the 
Gold Cup was a waste of time 
and that Brazil should be 
warming up for France by 
playing top sides. 

“What should we expect from 
a competition where Brazil is 
the exception?’ wrote Jomal do 
Brasil columnist Sergio 
Noronha. ‘What's the point of 
playing against Jamaica, Costa 
Rica....when we have stronger 
rivals to test us?” 


BLATTER 
KEEPS 
WORLD 
GUESSING 


FIFA general secretary 
Sepp Blatter kept everyone 
guessing as to whether he will 
stand for the top job in world 
soccer. 

Blatter told a news 
conference in Burkina Faso, 
host nation for the African 
Nations Cup which started on 
Saturday, that he would make a 
decision only if and when a 
national soccer association 
nominated him for the FIFA 
presidency. 

But UEFA president Lennart 
Johansson, Europe’s candidate 
and the only person so far to 
officially stand to replace 82- 
year-old Joao Havelange, said 
Blatter should come clean on his 
intentions. 

“He hasn't admitted that he 
is a candidate but we would 
appreciate if he could stand up 


and say “Yes I am’ or ‘No I'm 
not’, then we can clarify the 
situation,” Johannson said. 

The Swedish UEFA 
president paid tribute to his 
possible rival's record as FIFA 
general secretary, but said that 
Blatter, who is Swiss, could not 
run while remaining a FIFA 
employee. 

“If he has a contract he 
should respect it. If he puts his. 
name forward he should leave 
the administration of FIFA at 
once.” 

The closing date for 
nominations is April 7 and the 
vote is taken on June 8, two 
days before the World Cup 
kick- off. 

Blatter, sitting beside 
Havelange, noted that 
Johansson was the only 
candidate to date and added: “If 
any of the national associations 
should register the name of the 
FIFA secretary general as a 
candidate for the presidency, 
that is the time when I should 
take my decision, So far, no-one 
has put forward the name of the 
secretary general.” 

His ambiguity seemed to 
irritate the Johansson camp. 

Ttalian UEFA vice-president 
Antonio Matarrese heatedly 
denounced Blatter, “Johansson 
is ‘available’,” he said, adding 
that Blatter should make up his 
mind. 

Havelange, president for the 
past 24 years, contented himself 
by saying that he hoped his 
successor would work for the 
good of world soccer along the 
lines he himself had. 


But he took a side swipe at 
UEFA and indirectly at 
Johansson by suggesting that 
the Europeans were not doing 
enough to remove difficulties 
preventing African and other 
players based with European 
clubs from playing for their 
country. 

Johansson said that smaller 
nations in Europe faced similar 
problems with top clubs 
reluctant to release star players, 
but expressed the hope that a 
solution was possible. 

Asked he would withdraw 
his name if an African candidate 
came forward, Johansson 
replied: “I can see no reason 
why I should withdraw my 
candidacy. This is an open 


MALI AND 
BOTSWANA 
CHOSEN 


Africa has chosen Mali 
and Botswana to represent it 
‘on the executive committee 
of world soccer’s governing 
body FIFA. 

‘The general assembly of 
the Confederation of African 
Football voted on Thursday to 
give its two FIFA seats on the 
committee to Ismail Bhamjec, 
of Botswana, and Amadou 
Diakite of Mali. 

‘The same meeting chose 
Mali just ahead of Egypt as 
the host for the 2002 African 
Nations Cup Finals. 
Zimbabwe will stage the 2000 
finals. 


GLOBETROTTING 


COACH 


Ambitious globetrotting 
coach Burkhard Ziese is 
seeking the African Nations 
Cup Finals success with 
Zambia he feels should have 


been his six years ago. 


Ziese, 54, has coached the 
national teams of Sudan, 
Ghana, Bermuda and now 
Zambia over the last decade. 
He was the coach of the 
Ghanaian Black Stars in the 
qualifiers for the 1992 finals, 
but fell out with federation 
officials just before the 
tournament in Senegal. Ghana 
went onto reach the final, 
losing to the Ivory Coast 
under another German-born 


coach Otto Pfister. 


Ziese insists the Ghanaian 
team would have won had he 
stayed on and now wants to 
prove it by leading the 
Zambians to their first success. 


MLS 


TRANSFERS 

D.C. United forward Raul 
Diaz Arce, Major League 
Soccer’s all-time leading 
goal-scorer, was traded to 
the New England Revolution 
in a deal which sent star 
defender Alexi Lalas to the 


MetroStars. 


Diaz Arce has scored 38 
goals in 50 games for the two- 


time defending 
champions. 


MLS 


The trade comes on the 
heels of controversy 


surrounding Diaz Arce, who 
was one of two members of 
United to have pending rape 
charges dismissed last month, 

The Salvador star is also 
the league's all-time leading 
scorer in the play-offs, with 
eight goals in 10 matches. He 
is also the only player in MLS 
history to score four goals in 
one game, a feat he has 
accomplished twice. 

“We are thrilled to have the 
MLS's greatest goal-scorer on 
our team,” said New England 
coach Thomas Rongen. “His 
devotion to fitness is matched 
only by his ability to score 
poals.” 

But the acquisition of Diaz 
‘Arce came at a high price for 
the Revolution, who had to 
part with the eccentric Lalas, 
perhaps. the most recognised 
player in the United States 
with his wild hair, red goatee 
and intense playing style. 

The 27-year-old Lalas is 
known for his ability to shut 
down opposing forwards, He 
had two goals and three assists 
Jast season and finished fourth 
in the 1995 U.S. Soccer Male 
Athlete of the Year. He played 
in every minute of the 1994 
World Cup and became the 
first American to play in 
Italy's Serie A. Lalas returns 
to the New York-New Jersey 
area, where he first played at 
Rutgers University. 

To complete the trade, the 
MetroStars sent a 1999 
second-round draft pick and 
future considerations to 
United, 
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RAPE CHARGE 
DROPPED 


A Dutch appeal court ruled Thursday 
that there were no grounds to pursue 
rape charges brought by a 20-year-old 
woman against footballer Patrick 
Kluivert, 

‘The lawyer of the AC Milan and Holland 
star, Abraham Moszkowicz, confirmed the 
‘Amsterdam appeals court had rejected the 
appeal by Marielle Boon against an earlier 
justice ministry decision to drop the charges 
against Kluivert and three friends, 


Patrick Kluivert 


The 22-year-old player had appeared 
before the appeal court on January 26. 

Boon alleged that the three friends and 
Kluivert, who was found guilty last year of 
manslaughter and sentenced to 240 hours of 
community service for killing someone in a 
car crash, raped her in his home last May 
after they had met at a nightclub. 


GERMANY: TOP 
LEAGUE 


The German Bundesliga has replaced 
Italy’s Serie A as the strongest league in 
the world, according to the International 
Federation of Football History and 
Statistics (IFFHS). 

‘The IFFHS’s annual findings, based on 
international and national club performances 
in 1997, placed the German top flight ahead 
of Italy for the first time since records began 
in 1990. 

Germany leads the rankings on 1,209 
points, followed by Italy (1,181), Spain 
(1,120), France (1,015), Brazil (977) and 
England (976). 

As regards individual clubs, Spanish 
giants Barcelona come out on top with 378 
points, ahead of Italy's Juyentus (310) and 
Germany's Borussia Dortmund, who despite 
winning the European and world club cham- 
pionships last year, gained only 308 points. 


Championship standings 
1. Germany 1,209 pts 

2. Italy 1,181 

3, Spain 1,120 

4, France 1,015 

5. Brazil 97 

6, English 976 


Club standings 
1. Barcelona (Spa) 378 pts 
2. Juventus (Ita) 310 
3. Borussia Dortmund (Ger) 308 
4, Inter Milan (Ita) 277 
5. Colo Colo (Chi) 265 
6. FC Schalke (Ger) 258 
7. River Plate (Arg) 255 
8. Paris Saint Germain (Fra) 253 
9. Panerol (Uru) 247.5 
10. Gremio (Bra) 


JUNINHO 
INVESTIGATION 


Spanish soccer authorities opened an 
investigation into the incident in which 
Brazilian international Juninho broke his 


leg. 

‘The Spanish Football Federation's com- 
petition committee asked for a video of 
Celta Vigo-Atletico Madrid league match in 
which the midfielder was carried off follow- 
ing a challenge by defender Michel Salgado. 

The committee will also ask for state- 
ments from both clubs. 

Atletico Madrid president Jesus Gil had 
said he would take action against Salgado 
but later withdrew his threat. 

Juninho hopes to recover from his broken 
leg in time for the World Cup Finals, 

“J want to get back to play for Atletico 
and in the World Cup,” Juninho said. 

Although doctors expect him to be out of 
action for as long as five months, recovery 
rates vary, and Juninho is keen to make the 
World Cup squad. 


Juninho: Salgado’s bad tackle broke 
his leg. 


INTERNATIONAL 
ON OR OFF? 


‘A cash row is threatening to scupper 
Romania’s proposed friendly against fel- 
low World Cup qualifiers Argentina in 
Mar del Plata later this month. 

Romania coach, Anghel lordanescu, has 
refused to confirm the Feb. 19 date with the 
Argentine football federation because the 
financial terms on offer “aren’t the best” in 
view of the difficulty of ensuring his play- 
ers, almost all of whom play outside 
Romania, are available for such a long trip. 

Tordanescu is expected to give the 
Argentines a final decision today. 

Romania, who reached the quarter-finals 


of the last World Cup, are in Group G for 
this year’s finals in France along with 
England, Tunisia and Colombia. 

Argentina, the 1986 winners and runners- 
up in 1990, face Japan, Jamaica and Croatia 
in Group H. 


SACCHI NO TO 
MADRID 


Former Italy and AC Milan coach 
Arrigo Sacchi has turned down an offer 
to coach Spanish champions Real Madrid 
next season, Italian news agency ANSA 
reported. 

‘ANSA, citing Spanish media reports, 
said Real asked Sacchi this week to take 
over from Dutchman Jupp Heynckes, who 
inherited the job from current Milan coach 
Fabio Capello. 

“Sacchi didn't accept the offer,’ ANSA 
said. 

‘Ansa quoted the Spanish sources as say- 
ing that Sacchi had rejected the offer in part 
because he wanted to work either in France 
or England, but also because he did not 
want to take over a squad built by Capello. 

Sacchi built the great AC Milan side of 
the late 1980s, guiding them to two 
European Cup titles before taking over as 
Italian national coach. 

Capello stepped into his shoes at the San 
Siro, guiding Milan to another European 
Cup and four Italian championships. 

Capello coached Real to the Spanish title 
last season before returning to Milan in the 
close season. 


CHINESE SUCCESS 
IN 2002 


China’s newly appointed coach, Bobby 
Houghton, believes the world’s most pop- 
ulous nation can finally fulfil their mas- 
sive soccer potential and be a success at 
the 2002 World Cup. 

“If 1 can get a team together for four 
years, be allowed to organise preparation 
the way Id like to and then qualify for the 
World Cup, particularly the first in Asia, 
then there are all sorts of possi * said 
Houghton. 

“Your mind can wander on about what 
you might be able to do. I think China could 
surprise a few people.” 

Houghton was appointed last week, tak- 
ing over from Qi Wusheng two months after 
the country failed to qualify for the 1998 
World Cup. 

Their elimination followed a series of 
erratic displays that saw them fall behind 
eventual Asian qualifiers Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
South Korea and Japan. 

Houghton, who joined China after work- 
ing as assistant to Dave Bassett at English 
club Nottingham Forest, has the sort of 
proven track record the Chinese were look- 
ing for, having taken Sweden’s Malmo to 
the European Cup Final in 1979. 

He also has a working knowledge of the 
game in China. 

“I went there and did some work with 
them prior to the 1998 qualifying tourna- 
ment,” he said. “They didn’t qualify but 
were fairly close to it. 

“T think the quality of Asian football 
now is good — the qualifiers will surprise 
‘one or two people in France. 

“J did some work in Iran for FIFA about 
18 months ago and was very impressed with 
them. 

“China are just behind those teams and 
the standard is quite high. 

“just hope, with Korea and Japan quali- 
fying automatically for 2002, that China 
will make it and appear on the World Cup 
stage. 

“J think they've recognised that in foot- 
ball terms it is important to keep abreast of 
what is happening in the world, If you don’t, 
it is very difficult to suddenly go out and 
play in World Cup or Olympic qualifiers 
and be successful. 
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“They're aware that they need to play as 
much international football as they can 
while they need as much input from outside 
as they can get. 


“While China have some talented players 
and physiologically they're well prepared, 1 
think the Chinese F.A. felt that tactically 
they might have been a bit naive during the 
World Cup qualifiers.” 

With the combination of China's huge 
potential and Houghton's tactical experi- 
ence, it might at last be time for sport's 
biggest sleeping giant to wake. 


JAMAICA STUN 
BRAZIL 


Goalkeeper Warren Barrett played the 
game of his life, making several outstand- 
ing saves, to lead Jamaica to a scoreless 
tie with defending World Cup champion 
Brazil in the first-round of the CONCA- 
CAF Gold Cup before 43,754 at the 
Orange Bowl. 

Barrett, the Jamaican captain, stopped 
Romario, the MVP of the 1994 World Cup, 
who had two excellent scoring opportuni- 
ties, Barrett’s most important save came six 
minutes from time, as he knocked away a 
22-yard blast from Romario. 


The tie was considered a moral victory 
for the scrappy Jamaicans, who qualified for 
the World Cup for the first time and who are 
coached by Brazilian Rene Simoes. 

“Instead of stressing David v Goliath 
and Goliath is too big to beat, I stressed that 
Goliath was too big to miss,” Simoes said. 

“It was a game which showed Jamaica 
can play good football with a good football 
country. We were so focused that our play 
matched the anticipation of the game.” 

Jamaica forward Paul Hall, who had 
Jamaica’s best scoring chance, a 12-yard 
shot that goalkeeper Claudio Taffarel saved 
15 minutes into the match, felt Brazil did 
not give his team enough respect. 


“They obviously took us lightly,” he said. 
“This is a team that qualified for the World 
Cup. It deserves respect. We defended 
superbly.” 

Even though his team was held scoreless, 
Brazilian coach Mario Zagallo seemed con- 
tent with the result. 

“Strangely enough, I was happy we did 
not win 1-0 because it will give us lessons 
for the future,” he said. “I wanted a 0-0 
result. We were superior on the field of 
play. We should have had three, four or five 
goals, The superiority did not reflect the 
final score.” 

The game ended on a disgraceful note 
when Brazilian defender Junior Baiano was 
red-carded for elbowing midfielder 
Theodore Whitmore three minutes into 
injury time. Baiano is expected to be sus- 
pended from the next two games of the tour- 
nament, 

‘The Brazilians started their dominance in 
the 20th minute with some neat passing 
between ZeMaria, Romario and Edmundo, 
who led the Brazilian First Division with a 
record 29 goals despite seven red cards last 
season, saw Edmundo on a one-on-one with 
Barrett, but he shot a 14-yard chest pass 
from Romario over the crossbar. 


Romario 


Edmundo broke through the Jamaican 
defence in the 23rd minute, but Barrett came 
‘out of the net and knocked the ball out of 
harm’s way. The relentless Brazilians con- 
tinued their attack as Zinho penetrated into 
the box and shot wide right. Only two min- 
utes later Romario found himself free 15 
yards out, but his shot sailed wide right in 
the 25th minute. 

Brazil continued to exert pressure in the 
second half. First, Zinho fired a 25-yard free 
kick that Barrett needed to slap away in the 
Sist minute. 

‘Then Romario again penetrated deep into 
the box on a ‘give-and-go’ with Edmundo, 
but his eight-yard shot from the right side 
wound up wide left. 

‘The Brazilians, who play Guatemala here 
on Thursday, played without several players 
expected to be starters at the World Cup, 
including Ronaldo FIFA ‘Player of the 
Year’, and Denilson. 

The Gold Cup is the bi-annual competi- 
tion of the Confederations of North, Central 
American and Caribbean Football « 
Associations. As champions of Copa 
America, Brazil received an automatic berth 
in the Gold Cup. 
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